UNITED STATES
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

1890-1990 100 YEARS OF SERVICE

DIARY OF
ACTIONS, POLICIES
AND EVENTS:
1890-1990

By Donald J. Orth, Executive Secretary, Domestic Geographic Names

Reston, Virginia
1990



CONTENTS

Introduction - « s »ss s s s snnssxsnumusnanes
The diary: 1890-1990 . ....................
APPERAICES : s s wsiawmws sxnnvins st inssus
A. Members and member agencies . . ............
B. Officers of the BGN and its committees. . . ... ...
C. Public Law 242: U.S. Board on Geographic Names. . . . .
D. Organizational diagram. . ...............
E. Bylaws: November 4, 1890. . ... ...........
F. Bylaws: May 25, 1948. . .. ..............
G. Bylaws: July 26,1985 . . ...............

H. Select bibliography . . ................



INTRODUCTION

This document represents a diary of notable actions, policies, and events
associated with the United States Board on Geographic Names and its committees from
the beginning in 1890 through July 1990. It is arranged in strict chronological order with
the month and day of each entry item listed under the appropriate year. Officers of the
Board and its committees and, when applicable, Secretaries of the Interior and executive
committee members are listed at the beginning of each year. All policies, principles,
and formal administrative actions are recorded in full. Most other items are presented
in abstract form. The full names of persons involved with events, or are responsible for
particular actions, are given when known. Editorial comments by the compiler of this
diary are normally given within brackets.

An extensive index to the diary is provided with proper names, particular subject
items, and cross references listed in alphabetical order. Each index entry is keyed to
dates in the diary for easy reference. Appendices provide useful information about the
Board and its membership.

The purpose of this document is to provide members, officers, and staff of the
Board with a reference tool to learn of prior policies, considerations, actions, events, and
procedures to assist in the decision making process. State names authorities and other
interested parties may also find this document a useful reference. For those who may
be interested, the diary also takes the form of a history associated with a national
program for the standardization of geographic names.

Information in the diary has been culled from a variety of sources. These include
the minutes of the Board and its committees, publications of the Board, manuscript and

typescript documents in the Board’s files, similar records in the National Archives, and



miscellaneous articles and comments found in non-government publications. The
contents of the diary reside on an archive diskette at U.S. Geological Survey

headquarters in Reston, Virginia.



THE DIARY



CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE OF EVENTS AND ACTIONS

1890

Jan. 8

The Beginning

During the months of November and December in 1889 the problem of
inconsistent geographic name usage among Federal maps and other
publications became a subject of discussion among persons responsible for

the publications.

Shortly after the first day of the year 1890, Lt. Richardson Clover,
Assistant Hydrographer to the Bureau of Navigation of the Navy
Department, discussed this problem with Professor Thomas C. Mendenhall,
Superintendent of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, and expressed a
desire to bring about a unified practice in the work of the two offices in
the use of geographic names on charts and other publications. When
preparing charts and maps, especially of Alaska, there seemed to be no
end to the complications resulting from a variety of forms of orthography
and nomenclature of the same place or feature on Government charts and
in official publications. The Superintendent responded cordially and plans
were made to initiate the cooperative effort between the two Government
bureaus. It was found that of the entire set of Alaskan nomenclature,
there was hardly a name that did not admit three or more forms of
spelling. It was then decided that the results of name standardization

procedures would be more effective if other agencies and departments



1890

came into the agreement. The following note was sent by Mendenhall to
key individuals in various Government bureaus suggesting the formation of
an informal committee to effect a greater degree of name standardization

on official maps and charts.

U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Office
Washington, D.C., January 8, 1890.
Dear Sir:

All who have been engaged at any time in the preparation of
maps, charts, gazetteers or any other documents of a geographical
character must have observed the numerous instances of variation
in orthography in geographical names. This gives rise frequently to
much inconsistency, not only as to government publications in
general but in individual instances, it not being uncommon to find
the same name spelled in more than one way upon maps or charts
issued by the same bureau of even upon a single chart or map. The
Coast and Geodetic Survey has suffered much annoyance from this
variety in orthography which appears in government publications,
not being always able to determine to its own satisfaction which is
correct. Feeling that other Departments of the government must
have experienced similar difficulties in deciding questions of this
kind has seemed to me wise to suggest the organization of a Board
made up of representatives from the different Government services
interested, to which may be referred any disputed question of
geographical orthography, and the decisions of which shall be finally
accepted by all interested therein. I have therefore ventured to
take the initiative in this matter by sending letters similar to this to
the Director of the U.S. Geological Survey, the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, and Hydrographer of the Navy, the
Postmaster-General, the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution,
the Chairman of the Light House Board, the President of the
National Geographic Society and the Chief of Engineers, U.S.
Army.

I would be pleased to have your opinion as to the advisability
of such a course, and if your judgement is favorable to the
formation of such a Board as that suggested I will be glad to
co-operate with you and others who are similarly inclined in its
organization.

Yours respectfully,
(signed) T.C. Mendenhall,
Superintendent



Feb. 15

1890

Navy Board on Foreign Geographical Names

The matter of uniform orthography of foreign geographical names was of
particular concern of the U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office, responsible for
producing charts for coastal and water areas around the world. For this
reason, Navy Hydrographer Henry F. Picking appointed a three-man Navy
board (C.M. McCarteney, Boynton Leach, and Gustave Herrle) to consider
and report comprehensive rules for the uniform orthography of foreign
geographical names for navy charts and publications. The board was
directed to consider the systems of rendering names in the British
Admiralty. There were almost daily meetings for over six months (see

October 7, 1890).



1890

Mar. 10

The Invitation to Meet

Because of a favorable response to the January 8 letter, Mendenhall and
Clover decided to call a meeting to organize a board. By this date, Clover

had become the new Hydrographer of the Navy.

U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Office
Washington, D.C., January 8, 1890.
Sir:

As nearly all of the Departments and Bureaus to which my
letter of January 8, 1890, relating to the desirability of the
establishment of a joint Board to consider and decide questions of
Geographical orthography and nomenclature was sent, have now
replied in favor of the plan, I venture to invite the gentlemen who
have been or may be selected to act on this Board, to meet for
organization in the Office of the Superintendent of the Coast and
Geodetic Survey at 3 p.m. on Tuesday the 18th inst. If this
arrangement is satisfactory to you will you kindly notify your
representative, and, if you have not already done so will you be
good enough to send his name to me?

Yours respectfully,
(signed) T.C. Mendenhall,
Superintendent



1890

Mar. 18

Mar. 21

First meeting of the informal committee was attended by:
Otis T. Mason (Smithsonian Institution)
Henry L. Howison (Light House Board)
Henry Gannett (Geological Survey)
Thomas Turtle (Army Engineer Corps.)
Richardson Clover (Navy)
Herbert G. Ogden (Coast and Geodetic Survey)

T. C. Mendenhall (Coast and Geodetic Survey)

Professor Mendenhall called the meeting to order, stated its mission, and
withdrew; whereupon he was unanimously invited to return and serve as a
member of the Board. He was then elected chairman and Mr. Clover was
asked to act as secretary. A committee consisting of Gannett, Ogden, and
Clover was appointed to investigate the method, scope, and organization of
the Board. The title "The United States Board on Geographical Names"

was adopted by the Board.

National Geographic Discussion

A symposium was held on the subject of geographic nomenclature at a
meeting of the National Geographic Society in Washington, D.C..

Participants of the discussion were Herbert G. Ogden (Coast and Geodetic

10



1890

Apr. 23

May 6

Survey), Almon H. Thompson (Geological Survey), Gustave Herrle (Navy
Hydrographic Office), and Marcus Baker (National Geographic Society
and Geological Survey). This discussion, published in the August issue of
the National Geographic Magazine (v. 2, no. 4, pp. 261-278), provides an
important insight on the developing philosophy and principles concerning a

national geographic name standardization program.

Second Meeting

Professor Mendenhall and Mr. Clover were formally elected chairman and
secretary by ballot. A set of bylaws submitted by the committee appointed
March 18, was adopted and it was agreed that the secretary publish the
proceedings of the Board at his own discretion. It was decided that there

would be one vote only from each organization represented on the Board.

Third Meeting

The special committee appointed at the first meeting was formally
organized into an Executive Committee with the same members. In
disposing of any question brought to the attention of the Board, the
following plan was pursued: It was first referred to the executive
committee. This committee was charged with the thorough investigation of
the question, and was expected to consult authorities and to make use of
assistance as it might find anywhere available. A résumé of the results of

such investigation, together with a recommendation, was to be submitted

11



1890

Jun. 3

to the Board at a regular meeting and, after discussion, the decision was

reached by vote.

Principles of Standardization Adopted

The Board approved the rules of standardization of domestic and foreign

names prepared by the Executive Committee with some changes in

particulars including changing the word "rules" to "principles." The

principles adopted were published in Bulletins No. 1 (December 31, 1890)

and No. 2 (May 25, 1891). Except for the underlined titles, the following

are the principles applying to domestic and foreign names:

1.

Local Usage

That spelling and pronunciation sanctioned by local usage should in
general be adopted.

Corrupted Names

Where names have been changed or corrupted, and such changes or
corruptions have become established by local usage, it is not in
general advisable to attempt to restore the original form.

Sanction of Variable Spellings

In cases where what was evidently originally the same word appears
with various spellings, sanctioned by local usage, when applied to
different features, these various spellings should be regarded as in
effect different names, and as a rule, it is inadvisable to attempt to

produce uniformity.

12



1890

Choice Between Two Names

Where a choice is offered between two or more names for the same
place or locality, all sanctioned by local usage, that which is most
appropriate and euphonious should be adopted.

Avoidance of the Possessive Form

The possessive form should be avoided whenever it can be done
without destroying the euphony or changing its descriptive
application.

Foreign Names Using Roman Characters

Geographic names in countries that use the Roman characters
should be rendered in the form adopted by the country having
jurisdiction, except when there are English equivalents already fixed
by usage. In cases where an English equivalent is so different from
the national form that the identity of the latter with the former

might not be recognized, both forms may be given.

Transliteration of Foreign Names

The spelling of geographic names that require transliteration into
Roman characters should represent the principal sounds of the word
as pronounced in the native tongue, in accordance with the sounds
of the letters in the following system:

An approximation only to the true sound is aimed at in this

system. The vowels are to be pronounced as in Italian and

13



1890

Sep. 4

Oct. 7

on the continent of Europe generally, and the consonants as

in English.

The Creation of An Official Body - First Executive Order

After several meetings, in which much was done in the way of determining
methods of procedure and general principles of nomenclature, as well as in
the actual consideration of over a hundred cases, it was recognized that
the importance of the work of the Board and the difficulties of an
administrative character which might be anticipated required that its
existence and organization should be strengthened by something in
addition to a simple temporary convention among those most interested.
Under the circumstances, executive authority could go a long way to secure
the universal adoption in all Government publications of the decisions of
the Board. The matter was therefore brought to the attention of the
President of the United States, Benjamin Harrison, who recognized the
desirability of accomplishing the end proposed, and on September 4, 1890,

issued an executive order formally creating the Board.

First Meeting as an Official Body

At its first meeting as a Federal body, held in the Board Room of the
Department of the Navy, the Board reviewed the implications of the

Executive order. Richardson Clover, who succeeded Picking as Navy

14



1890

Hydrographer, submitted the report to the Navy Hydrographic Board’s
recommendations for standardizing foreign names to the new officially
organized Board of Geographic Names (see February 15, 1890). The rules
established by this Navy group were adopted in principle in 1891 by the
Board on Geographic Names. The "Report on Uniform System for
Spelling Foreign Geographic Names" was published as U.S. Hydrographic
Office No. 98, Navy Department, Washington, 1891. The document
included a history of the organization of the Board on Geographic Names
and the Board’s principles "Within the United States" and "Outside the
Jurisdiction of the United States." This is the first official effort in the
United States to establish rules for the treatment of foreign geographic
names. It included a set of general rules, a standard orthography for the
transcription of unwritten names, and transliteration tables for a number of
non-Roman scripts. It was then noted by Board members that because of
its new status, a non-Federal organization could no longer be a member.
Secretary Clover was instructed to officially notify the National Geographic
Society of this situation and that Marcus Baker no longer would be able to
represent the Society. Baker, however, was then accredited as a
representative from the Geological Survey. He was a geographer on the
staff of the Geological Survey and also an original member and Secretary

of the National Geographic Society.

15



1890

The new Board:

Resolved, that the officers and the Executive Committee elected

under the earlier organization are continued and the Board is

hereby declared organized under the Executive order of September

4, 1890.

Principles Adopted

The Board again reviewed the principles of standardization adopted at the

June 3 meeting and again voted their approval. It was noted that the

Executive Committee had carefully researched and formulated the

principles after consultation with university scholars and field and editorial

personnel with Federal map and chart making agencies.

Membership

The following Federal Departments and agencies were represented on the

Board in the beginning:

o

(0]

Coast and Geodetic Survey
Hydrographic Office (Navy)
Engineer Corps (Army)
Geological Survey

Light House Board
Smithsonian Institution
Post Office Department

State Department

16



1890

Nov. 4 First Bylaws

The bylaws approved April 23 were modified to conform to the new
condition and were adopted.

Meeting Place

The Board began meeting in Henry Gannett’s office in the Hooe Building,
1330 F Street, Washington D.C.. The Hooe Building was the headquarters

office of the U.S. Geological Survey.

Dec. 8 Word Order Policy

The Board ruled that the specific part of a name should precede the
generic part unless the reverse is well established in local usage.

First Bulletin

The Smithsonian Institution printed 7,000 copies of "Bulletin No. 1", (13
pages) containing 226 decisions of the Board rendered in 1890 and a
two-page note on the "Orthography of Bering" supporting its decision for
the spelling of the name "Bering Sea". Theames were arranged
alphabetically and not by state or country. This arrangement was carried
on through future Bulletins, Reports, Decision Lists, and gazetteers

published by or on behalf of the Board.

17



1890

Most decisions rendered by the Board in 1890 concerned the spelling of
Indian, Eskimo, and Russian names in Alaska. There were 153 decisions
for names in Alaska, 39 decisions applying to the United States, and 34
foreign name decisions. A major domestic decision was to rule in favor of

the name "Mount Rainier" in Washington, instead of "Mount Takoma".

18



1891

Thomas C. Mendenhall, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Richardson Clover, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Henry Gannett

Herbert G. Ogden

Richardson Clover

Feb. 4 Alaska Dictionary

The Executive Committee was directed by the Board to arrange for the
preparation of a geographical dictionary of Alaska.

Non-retroactive Compliance

A policy was adopted that Board decisions shall be binding on new
documents and only on previously published maps, charts, and other

documents when they are normally revised, unless otherwise directed.

May 15 The Names Vermilion and Newcastle

Resolved that the name Vermilion or Vermillion "whenever it occurs be
spelled with one °I'" and whenever the name New Castle appears as a
geographic name in the United States "it shall be spelled as one word."
[Note: these decisions were in conflict with the third principle: see June

3, 1890].

19



1891

May 25

Jun. 2

Bulletin No. 2

Bulletin No. 2 was published through the courtesy of the Coast and
Geodetic Survey in a different format from Bulletin No. 1. History and
name origin is provided for some of the entries and domestic and foreign
decisions are listed separately. About 7,500 copies of the 16-page edition
were printed.

County Names

Resolved that a list of county names be published on a State-by-State

basis.

Center, -burg, and -boro Spellings

The word "center" as a part of a name should be spelled Center, not
Centre. The final 'h’ should be dropped in all names ending in -burgh.
Names ending in -borough should be abbreviated to -boro. [These rulings,
and others decided in 1891, conflict with established principles (see June 3,
1890). They were mainly decided at the request of the Post Office
Department in its efforts to reduce name length. Early criticism of the
Board was based on these arbitrary actions. The -boro and -burg rulings
were eventually suspended.]

Hyphens in Geographic Names

"The use of hyphens in connecting parts of compound names should be

discontinued."

20



1891

Jul. 14

Aug. 1

Courthouse Abbreviation

"The letters C.H. (court house) as part of the name of county seats should
be omitted."

Compound Names

"In the case of compound names consisting of more than one word, it is
desirable to simplify them by uniting the compound parts."

Diacritical Marks

"It is desirable to avoid the use of diacritical characters."

Use of City and Town

"It is desirable to avoid the use of the words city and town as a part of

names."

Spelling of Canyon

The word cafion, from the Spanish, is to be uniformly spelled canyon when
applied to geographic names in the United States.

Bismarck and Dekalb

The Board ruled that the names "Bismarck” and "Dekalb" be standardized

thus when applied to features in the United States.

Bulletin No. 3

Bulletin No. 3, with only domestic decisions, was published by the Light-

House Board. About 8,000 copies of the 14-page edition were printed.

21



1892

Jan. 25

May 3

Thomas C. Mendenhall, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Henry Gannett

Richardson Clover

Herbert G. Ogden

First Report
The First Report of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names was published

early in the year under a concurrent resolution in Congress passed January
25, 1892 (see Congressional Record, January 26, 1892, p. 562) as Executive
Document No. 16, House of Representatives, Fifty-second Congress, first
session. It contained 56 pages with an edition of 10,000 copies. The three
Bulletins published previously contained lists of decisions approved during
a specific period. The First Report is a cumulative list of all decisions

rendered by the Board from about May 1890 to December 31, 1891.

Foreign Generic Terms in American Names

In the matter of domestic names, the Board ruled "that excepting in cases
where a generic term has become, by usage, a part of the name, the

generic term should be translated into English."

22



1892

Jun. 7

Oct. 4

Capitalizing Generic Terms

Resolved: "that in all publications of the Board, generic terms when used

as part of the name shall be capitalized."

Membership on the District of Columbia Names Committee

The Commissioner of the District of Columbia asked the Board to name a
representative on a three-man committee for determining the proper
nomenclature and orthography of suburbs, localities, and streets in the
District. The Chairman was authorized to appoint a representative to the
committee. The minutes do not indicate who the appointee was, or, if a

person was chosen.

23



1893

Apr. 4

Jun. 15

Thomas C. Mendenhall, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Henry Gannett

Richardson Clover

Herbert G. Ogden

Possessive Form in Geographic Names

There was general discussion of the Board’s principle of avoiding the
possessive "s" in domestic geographic names. There was sentiment on the
part of some members that the "s" should be retained when it is a factor in

local pronunciation. The issue was tabled.

Formal Adoption of Uniform System for Spelling Foreign Names

The Executive Committee reaffirmed adoption of the system published in
Bulletin No. 1 in 1890, recommended by the Navy Hydrographic Board for
the uniform spelling of foreign geographic names (see October 7, 1890).

The rules were almost identical with the British system.

In 1885 the Royal Geographical Society of London had published a series

of rules for the orthography of geographical names, a subject to which the

attention of the Council of the Society had been devoted for several years.

24



1893

These rules received the approval of the Foreign, Colonial and India
Offices, the Admiralty, and the War Office. The charts, maps and other
official documents of the two latter departments (which were published in
large numbers), had been, since 1885, compiled and extensively revised in
accordance with the system of the Society, and the rules were adhered to

as closely as possible.

25



1894

May 15

Thomas C. Mendenhall, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Henry Gannett

Herbert G. Ogden

Andrew H. Allen

Geological Survey Gazetteer Series

The U.S. Geological Survey began a series of State gazetteers and other
geographic publications compiled under the direction of Henry Gannett.
The gazetteers, beginning with Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
and New Jersey in 1894, were published as part of the Survey’s Bulletin
series. They were followed by gazetteers for eight other States, Puerto
Rico, Territory of Alaska, and Indian Territory (Oklahoma) published
between 1894 and 1906. Large-scale mapping, from which the name
information was derived, however, was a slow process and inadequate map
coverage led to discontinuation of the program. These gazetteers were
"designed to aid in finding any geographic feature upon the atlas sheets of
that State which are published by the U.S. Geological Survey." Although
the gazetteers contributed to the national standardization of geographic
names, they were not intended to represent official names approved by the

Board on Geographic Names.

26



1894

Dec. 18 Change in the First Executive Order

With the retirement of Dr. Thomas C. Mendenhall the Board reviewed the
matter of selecting another chairman. According to the 1890 Executive
order, the chairman was appointed by the President of the United States.
It was the opinion of the Board members, however, that the Board is
competent to select its own chairman and the following Resolution was
adopted and sent to President Chester Arthur:

WHEREAS: It is desirable that there should be uniformity
in the representation of the various Departments, Bureaus and -
Institutions of the Government on the U.S. Board on Geographic
Names by reducing the number of representatives from each to one
member; therefore be it:

RESOLVED: That the President be recommended to make

no appointment to fill the vacancy in the Board caused by the
resignation of Dr. T.C. Mendenhall from the Coast and Geodetic

Survey.

Upon the adoption of the Resolution it was noted that the Geological
Survey had two members on the Board and Henry Gannett submitted his
resignation which was rejected by the Board. Marcus Baker, also from the
Geological Survey, was asked not to resign. The Board then proceeded to

elect Gannett as Chairman to succeed Mendenhall and Baker was elected

27



1894

Secretary. Both men were then approved and formally appointed by

President Grover Cleveland to serve in those two offices.

28



1895

Feb. S

Sep. 30

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

Charles D. Sigsbee

Dissemination of Board Actions

Voted: that the Board communicate to heads of executive departments by
a circular letter, stating the Board’s authority, its principles, and the
decisions made at each meeting.

Memorial on the Death of Major Turtle

The Board approved a resolution memorializing Major Thomas Turtle who
died September 19, 1894. The resolution was sent to the family of the
deceased "with assurances of heartfelt condolence over their great

bereavement".

Decision List January 1892 - September 1895

A 16-page decision list was reproduced by mimeograph and distributed.

29



1895

Oct. 8

Decision List 1892-1895

Because of numerous requests for the "Decisions of the Board 1892-1895"
it was decided to distribute about 160 copies to select publishing houses,
newspapers, and libraries and the remainder be kept for official use.

Report to President Cleveland

The Board decided to submit a report to President Grover Cleveland

along with an alphabetical list of all decisions.
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1896

Feb. 4

Mar. 15

Apr. 7

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

Charles D. Sigsbee

Request for Pronunciation Key for Decisions

George Davidson, formerly of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey,
requested that the Board consider giving the pronunciation of decisioned

names. No action was taken on the request at this time.

Decision List: October 1895-March 1896

A five-page decision list was reproduced by mimeograph and distributed.

Common Names and Their Pronunciation

The American Book Company submitted a list of about 1,200 names in
common use in school geographies and asked for decisions as to their
spelling and pronunciation. No action was taken at the time. At its June
2, 1896 meeting, the Board decided to consider only those names

submitted for settlement of a conflict.

31
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Apr. 18 Decision List: October 1895 - April 1896

A six-page decision list was reproduced by mimeograph and distributed.

Nov. 30 Decision List: October 1895 - November 1896

A six-page decision list was reproduced by mimeograph and distributed.
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Jan. 12

Dec. 7

Dec. 18

1897

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen (from April 6)

Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

Charles D. Sigsbee (to April 6)

Decision List: 1892 - 1896

Mr. Baker announced to the Board that all decisions rendered from
January 1, 1892 to December 31, 1896 were in type in one alphabetical list
and would soon be printed by the Treasury Department.

English Board on Geographic Names

Reference was made to a letter from the London (England) Chamber of
Commerce with regard to formation in England of a Board on Geographic
Names. [No further information about this has been found. The
announcement may have been premature.]

Geographic Board of Canada

An Order in Council was approved by His Excellency the Governor
General in Council, constituting the Geographic Board of Canada. The
members of the Geographic Board held their first meeting in May 1898
and published its First Annual Report listing By-Laws, Rules of

Nomenclature, and decisions in March 1899.
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1898

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee: |
Andrew H. Allen
Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

Jan. § Post Office Department Names Commission

It was announced that a commission was about to be appointed in the Post
Office Department for the purpose of revising the list of Post Office names

in the Postal Guide. The revision will follow the principles of the Board.

Jan. 20 Decision List: 1892 - 1898

A 40-page list of decisions rendered from January 1, 1892 to January 1,

1898 was printed by the Treasury Department.

May 11 BGN Card Catalog Completed

Baker reported the completion of a card catalog of all Board decisions to

date.
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1899

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

Apr. 12 American Geographical Society Recommendation

Several letters were received from the American Geographical Society

recommending changes in the Board’s procedures.

Dec. 9 Puerto Rico Case

Chairman Henry Gannett wrote to President William McKinley reporting
that the name of the newly acquired island in the Caribbean was officially
established by the Board in 1891 as Puerto Rico. Since 1898 and the
Treaty of Paris, however, many people in the United States spelled the

name Porto Rico.
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Dec. 13

Work on the Second Report Begun

Baker reported progress in compiling a complete and revised list of all
Board Decisions.

Report to President William McKinley

The Board authorized the Chairman and Secretary to prepare a report to
the President of the United States covering organization, history, work, and
decisions of the Board.

Request for Appropriation

The Board voted to recommend to President William McKinley that
Congress be asked for an appropriation of $2,500.00 for clerical and other

expenses. The appropriation request was not approved.
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1900

Jan. 10

Feb. 6

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Marcus Baker

Herbert G. Ogden

BGN - Post Office Differences

The Board noted "outstanding differences" between decisions of the Board
and the Postal Guide. This matter was referred to the Executive
Committee for conference with the member from the Post Office

Department.

Puerto Rico Case

Members of the Board were aware of critical legislation being considered
by the Congress of the United States that would fix spelling of the name of
the Caribbean island as "Porto Rico". Mr. Henry Gannett accordingly
wrote to Senator Joseph B. Foraker, who introduced the legislation, and to
"Messrs Payne and Cooper of the House of Representatives," explaining
the advantages of retaining the "Puerto Rico" spelling. President William
McKinley was also informed of the Board’s opinion. The Senator and
other members of Congress, however, were not convinced. An Act of

April 12, 1900 was passed and signed by the President that read in part
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Feb. 7

Jun. 15

1900

"The name Porto Rico as used in this Act shall be held to include not only
the island of that name, but all the adjacent islands as aforesaid." The
Board accordingly reversed its 1891 decision for the spelling "Puerto Rico".
Thirty-two years later, on May 17, 1932, the Congress passed a Joint
Resolution "To change the name of the island of ’Porto Rico’ to 'Puerto
Rico’ at the request of the Puerto Rico Legislature." The Board then

reaffirmed its 1891 decision.

BGN - Post Office Differences

The Executive Committee reported the results of the Conference with the
Post Office member of the Board (see Jan. 10). The Committee

eventually decided about 100 cases where the Postal Guide disagreed with
Board decisions. Changes made to previous decisions will be identified in

the Second Report with an asterisk.

Second Report

The Second Report of the Board, a cumulative list of all decisions to date,
was published as House of Representatives Document 472, Fifty-sixth
Congress, first session. About 1,850 copies were printed; 8,000 more

copies were printed in 1901.
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1900

Aug. 15

National Geographic Society Magazine

The National Geographic Society began publishing the decisions of the
Board on Geographic Names in the August issue of its Magazine. The
Society, interested in the standardization of geographic names, was a
strong supporter of the Board’s activities and often published short articles
about the Board and major name problems. See Appendix for an index of

these articles and decision lists.
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Feb. 20

1901

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Herbert G. Ogden

Marcus Baker

Philippine Islands Names

With the transfer of the Philippine Islands from Spain to the United States
after the Spanish-American War, the Board was involved in its first major
program of standardizing a large number of names for a foreign area. The
program involved compiling a single official list of names furnished by the
Coast and Geodetic Survey, Navy Hydrographic Office, and Father Joseph
Algue, a Roman Catholic priest in Manila. The final gazetteer was
transmitted to President McKinley for transmission to the Congress for

publication.

The gazetteer or "Special Report of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names

Relating to The Geographic Names in the Philippine Islands" was

published in May 1901 as an Executive Document (15,000 copies).
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1901

Mar. 15

May 1

Jun. 5

Oct. 2

Second Report Reprinted

The "Second Report of the United States Board on Geographic Names"
was published by the Government Printing Office under the direction of
the Congress. The Report was originally published in May 1900 as House
of Representatives Document No. 472, Fifty-sixth Congress (1,850 copies).
The 1901 version, with corrections, was published at the request of both
the Senate and House of Representatives (8,000 copies). It listed about
4,500 decisions and a list of county names by State as an appendix to the

publication.

The Name Alaska

The Board refused to reverse its decision for the spelling of "Alaska".
Several scientists, including the geologist Grove Karl Gilbert, supported
the "Alaiska" spelling.

Dictionary of Alaskan Names

It was reported that compilation of the proposed dictionary of Alaskan
geographic names by Marcus Baker of the Geological Survey has been

completed.

Dictionary of Alaskan Names

Resolved: "that the Board approve this dictionary thus prepared and

provisionally adopt the approved forms contained therein."
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Feb. 10

Mar. 12

Jun. 5

1902

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Herbert G. Ogden

Marcus Baker

Geographic Dictionary of Alaska

The Geographic Dictionary of Alaska was published as Bulletin 187 of the
U.S. Geological Survey. Marcus Baker of the Survey did most of the
compilation and is listed as author. The Board had approved publication
of the Dictionary by the Geological Survey on July 29, 1901 and

provisionally adopted the names as official.

Canada - U.S. Boundary Names

The Board received two letters from A.H. Whitcher, Secretary of the
Geographic Board of Canada, relative to standardizing geographic names

common to both Canada and the United States.

Change in Meeting Place

The Board, after meeting several years at the U.S. Geological Survey

headquarters (Hooe Building, 1330 F Street), began meeting at the home
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1902

Oct. 1

office of the newly organized Carnegie Institution (Bond Building, 1439 K
Street - corner of New York Ave. and 14th Street). Marcus Baker was

Assistant Secretary of the Carnegie Institution.

Hawaiian Geographic Names

Dr. William DeWitt Alexander (1833-1913), historian and surveyor, made
the first significant list of Hawaiian names. He was a native of Hawaii and
had inaugurated the Hawaiian Government Survey in 1871. When the
islands were annexed by the United States, the Superintendent of the
Coast and Geodetic Survey requested that he compile a list of Hawaiian
geographic names for chart and map use. The Superintendent then asked
the Board on Geographic Names to adopt the names and their
applications. The request was denied based on an adverse report of the
Executive Committee. The Coast and Geodetic Survey subsequently
published Alexander’s work as Appendix No. 7 - Report for 1902

"Hawaiian Geographic Names," G.P.O. Washington, 1903.

43



1903

May 6

Oct. 14

James J. Lusk, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names (to May 6)
Andrew H. Allen, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names (May 6
to Nov. 4th)
Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names (Nov. 4)
Marcus Baker, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Herbert G. Ogden

Marcus Baker

Railroad and Post Office Names

At the request of several railway companies and the Postmaster General
the Board began a program in an attempt to get agreement between Post

Office and railroad names for places.

Lewis and Clark Centennial

Thomas Ryan, Acting Secretary of the Interior and Henry Gannett
expressed interest in features named for Capt. William Clark of the Lewis
and Clark exploring expedition (1803-1806). The Executive Committee
was instructed to correspond with the Governors of all States involved in

an attempt to obtain this information.
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Bighorn vs. Big Horn

The Board decided to spell the name Bighorn as a single word in all cases.

Nov. 4 Report to the President

It was voted that a report be prepared on the work of the Board for the

last three years for submittal to President Theodore Roosevelt.
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Jan. 6

1904

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Andrew H. Allen, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Herbert G. Ogden

Death of Marcus Baker

The Board passed a resolution expressing its sentiments on the death of
Secretary Marcus Baker on December 12, 1903. A "Tribute to Marcus
Baker" was published in the February 1904 issue of the National
Geographic Magazine.

Philippines Board on Geographic Names Established

The Board formally recognized the Philippine Committee on Geographic
Names and ruled that its status is subsidiary and advisory to the Board on
Geographic Names. The Philippine Committee represents the first official
advisory body to the BGN.

Change in Meeting Place

After the death of Marcus Baker, the Board again met in Henry Gannett’s
office at the Geological Survey (Hooe Building) on F Street in
Washington, D.C. after meeting for a period of time at the Carnegie

Institution (see: Jun. 5, 1902).
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Jun. 1

1904

The Eighth International Geographical Congress

The Board was formally invited to be represented at the 8th International
Geographical Congress, held in the United States. Henry Gannett was
secretary of the Eighth Congress held September 7-22 with consecutive
sessions in Washington, D.C. (George Washington University), New York
(American Geographical Society), Chicago, and Saint Louis (Louisiana
Purchase Exposition). Most BGN members and several future members
attended the Congress. Resolutions were made at the Congress in support
of rules for geographic names and the standardization of ocean bottom
feature nomenclature. The rules for geographic nomenclature adopted by
the Congress read as follows:

"Local names are, as far as possible, to be preserved not only in
those regions where already established, but also in wild regions.
They should on this account be determined with all the accuracy
possible.

Where local names do not exist or cannot be discovered, the
names applied by the first discoverer should be used until further
investigation has been made. The arbitrary altering of historical,
long-existing names, well known not only in common use, but also
in science, is to be regarded as extremely unadvisable, and every
means should be employed to resist such alterations. Inappropriate
and fantastic names are to be replaced, as far as possible, by local
and more appropriate names.

The above rules are not to be rigorously construed, yet they
should be followed to a greater extent than heretofore by travelers
and in scientific works. Their publication in periodicals as the
opinion of the congress will probably prove of great weight.
Although in recent years many official systems of determining
geographic names have been enunciated, yet we have evidence of
the very slight influence which the wishes of international
geographic congresses exert upon the decisions of the official
authorities."
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1905

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Andrew H. Allen

Herbert G. Ogden

Adolph von Haake

Jan. 4 Rendering Chinese Placenames

The question of the official spelling of Chinese names in the Roman
alphabet became a major issue. The Essex Institute in Massachusetts
requested standard written forms for the names of Chinese provinces. The
Board decided to solicit the help of the Chinese Minister in Washington,
Sir Chentung Liang Cheng, and the Honorable William W. Rockhill, U.S.
Minister in Peking. Their recommendations were accepted and the
spelling of the names of 19 provinces in the Roman alphabet were

approved.

May 3 The Name Shoshone

The spelling "Shoshone" was adopted by the Board for all geographic
names. This decision did not apply to the name of the reservation or the

tribes.
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Oct. 4

Dec. 6

1905

Post Office Names

The Post Office Department notified the Board that the endorsement of
post office names on the bonds of postmasters would be taken as authority
for their spelling. This ruling introduced conflicts between the spelling of
post office names and the official names established by the Board of the
places in which the post offices were located. The ruling led to the Board
considering post office names as separate entity names and not necessarily
the names of the places served by the post offices.

Marianas Islands

The Board changed the name of the Ladrone Islands in the Pacific Ocean

north of Guam to Marianas Islands.

Precedence of First Applied Names

Voted: "It is the opinion of the Board that the names first applied [to
features] should be adopted, regardless of mistakes made in the kind of

feature [according to its description]."
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Jan. 23

1906

Henry Gannett, Chairman, Board on Geographic Names
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, Board on Geographic Names
Executive Committee:

Charles Denby

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

Board Powers Expanded

President Theodore Roosevelt expanded the powers of the Board to
include the review and approval of all new names proposed by officials
and employees of the Federal Government before their publication. The
Executive order reads as follows:

It is hereby ordered that there be added to the duties of the
United States Board on Geographic Names, created by Executive
order, dated September 4, 1890, the duty of determining, changing,
and fixing place names within the United States and insular
possessions, and it is hereby directed that all names hereafter
suggested for any place by any officer or employee of the
Government shall be referred to said Board for its consideration
and approval before publication.

In these matters, as in all cases of disputed nomenclature,
the decisions of the Board are to be accepted by the Departments
of Government as the standard authority.

Theodore Roosevelt
The White House

January 23, 1906
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Feb. 7

Mar. 7

1906

Request for Sierra Club Names

The January 23 Executive order expanded the Board’s powers to consider

new names proposed by offices and employees of the Federal Government.

Considering its expanded powers, the Board instructed its Secretary to ask

the Sierra Club to submit a list of names the Club recommends for natural

features and places in California.

Principles for New Names

The following principles concerning new names were adopted and

published in the Third Report:

a.

Euphonious and Suitable Names

Euphonious and suitable names of Indian, Spanish, or French
origin should be retained.

Name Selection Suggestions

Names suggested by peculiarities of the topographic features
designated--such as their form, vegetation, or animal life--are
generally acceptable, but duplication of names, especially
within one State, should be avoided. The names "EIk,"
"Beaver," "Cottonwood," and "Bald," are altogether too
numerous.

Names of Persons in Geographic Names
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Names of living persons should be applied very rarely, and
only those of great eminence should be thus honored. No

1906

personal names should be attached because of relationship,
friendship, or personal interest, nor should names of obscure
persons be given. Names of eminent men now dead may be
thus perpetuated, particularly those of early explorers,

naturalists, geologists, topographers, etc.

Name Length

Long and clumsily-constructed names and names composed
of two or more words should be avoided. It is a foregone
conclusion that such names will not be adopted by the
public. If the name selected consists of more that one word
the words should be combined if practicable.

Possessive Name Forms

The possessive form of names should be avoided unless the
object is owned by the person whose name it bears.

Name Hierarchy and Application

The multiplication of names for different parts of the same
feature, such as a river or mountain range, should be
avoided. Only one name should be applied to a stream or
mountain range throughout its entire length; in the case of a

river the name should follow up its longest branch.
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1906

g. Stream and Valley Branch Names

The naming of forks, prongs, branches, etc., as "East Fork" or
"North Prong" of a river, should be avoided unless there is a
special reason for it. In most cases, independent names
should be given to a river’s branches.

h. Hyphens and Diacritical Marks

The use of hyphens and diacritical characters should be
avoided as far as possible.

Grand Canyon Names

The Board approved 110 placenames on the Bright Angel map of the
Grand Canyon, Arizona published by the Geological Survey. All of these
names were submitted by Henry Gannett and include the so-called exotic
theme names found in various religions, past and present, i.e. Krishna
Shrine, Solomon Temple, Wotans Throne, Venus Temple, and Angels
Gate. [It is difficult to determine who in the Geological Survey began the
pattern but, at the time, it probably seemed natural to give exotic names to
an exotic landscape. One or all of these men may have been responsible
for the name selection: John W. Powell, Clarence E. Dutton, Charles E.

Wolcott, Francois E. Matthes, and Henry Gannett.]
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May 2

Jun. 6

1906

Resolution On a World Alphabet

The following resolution was adopted by the Board and submitted to the
Executive Committee: "Resolved that in the interests of greater uniformity
in the spelling of geographic names, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names
approved the proposal to hold an international conference of experts in
phonetics for the purpose of adopting a world alphabet to be used as a
uniform key to pronunciation in dictionaries and in other works where

there is need of indicating the pronunciation."

Post Office Names

The Board considered the problem of post office names and the matter of
cooperation with the Post Office Department. The Chief Clerk of the
First Assistant Postmaster General reported that 30 or 40 post office
names needed to be established each day. A motion was adopted allowing
the Board Chairman the authority to act for the Board on all names
submitted by the Post Office Department.

New Unpublished Names

A motion was made and approved that new names submitted by the
Geological Survey and the Coast and Geodetic Survey be referred to the
Executive Committee which was authorized to approve or reject the names
without waiting for the action of the Board. A report on these names was

to be made at the next regular meeting of the Board.
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1906

Transliteration of Chinese Names

The report of the Committee on the Transliteration of Chinese Names
(organized May 2, 1906) was received by the Board and the following rules
were adopted:

1. The spelling generally shall follow the Wade system, but no
attempt shall be made to modify established foreign local
usage, and the English form of a name as printed in the
Imperial Maritime Customs Trade Reports shall be

conclusive as to local usage.

2 The diacritical marks used in the Wade system shall be
omitted.

3. Names shall be printed as single words.

4, Forms sanctioned by long usage in standard publications in

the English language shall be retained.
The Secretary was instructed to notify the Royal Geographic Society, the

Geographic Societies of the U.S. and the Geographic Board of Canada of

these rules as adopted.
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Aug. 2

1906

[Note: a letter was received early in 1907 from J. Scott Keltie, Secretary,
Royal Geographical Society stating that the Council of that Society could
not agree with the rules adopted by the Board on the "transliteration” of
Chinese names. The letter was referred to the Executive Committee for
consideration. No further mention of this matter was reported in the

minutes. ]

Ogden Memorial Resolution

The Board passed a memorial resolution expressing regret on learning of

the death of one of its original members, Herbert G. Ogden.

Geographic Dictionary of Alaska

An enlarged, revised edition of the Geographic Dictionary of Alaska,
prepared by James McCormick, was published as Bulletin 299 by the U.S.
Geological Survey. Names recognized as official by the Board were listed

in boldface print.

Department of State Publication of Decisions

The Department of State published the Board’s annual decision lists for

the years 1906, 1907, 1908, and 1909 (see Oct. 7, 1908 minutes).
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Aug. 10 Board Duties and Powers Expanded Further

The President added to the Board’s responsibilities by giving it advisory
powers concerning the preparation of maps compiled by Government
agencies. The Executive order read as follows:

The Official title of the United States Board on Geographic
Names is changed to UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHIC BOARD.

In addition to its present duties, advisory powers are hereby
granted to this Board concerning the preparation of maps compiled,
or to be compiled, in the various bureaus and offices of the
Government, with a special view to the avoidance of unnecessary
duplications of work; and for the unification and improvement of
the scales of maps, of the symbols and conventions used upon them,
and of the methods of representing relief. Hereafter, all such
projects as are of importance shall be submitted to this Board for
advice before being undertaken.

Theodore Roosevelt
The White House

August 10, 1906

Oct. 3 Map Advisory Duties

In order to assist in carrying out its new map advisory responsibilities, the
Board directed each of its members to prepare a list of maps regularly
issued by their agencies with brief statements concerning the character of

the maps and the purpose for which they are compiled.
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Oct. 23

Dec. §

1906

Third Report
The Third Report of the Board was published by the Government Printing

Office at the request of President Theodore Roosevelt and the Congress.
The request for publication was made to the President on November 29,
1905 and the President submitted a request to Congress on December 5,
190S. Evidently, these requests included only a sample introduction and
page or two of the Report because work on the document was still
proceeding in March of 1906. About 1,500 copies for the Congress and
2,500 copies for the Board were printed. The report includes all decisions

rendered from 1890 through part of 1906.

Separation and Capitalization of Generics

Voted: "in the name of a geographic feature, such as Grand Canyon and
South Channel, the part of the name which distinguishes the feature
[generic] shall be written separately and spelt with a capital."

Combining Words of Populated Places

Voted: "when a town, county, or post office, etc., derives its name from

some geographical feature, the name shall be written as one word, for
example, Clovercreek, Southshore, Twinbrooks, etc., unless there are legal

or other cogent reasons, such as local written usage to the contrary."
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Feb. 6

1907

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
(Otis T. Mason was Acting Chairman from April 1907 to May 1908)
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

Charles Denby (replaced by George W. Littlehales in June)

Names of Mountain Systems

Geologists, geographers, and cartographers asked the Board to officially
establish the names and descriptions of the principal mountain systems in
the United States. The subject was brought up in 1906, and Henry
Gannett, Chief Geographer of the U.S. Geological Survey, took on the
task of writing to prominent geologists, geographers, and cartographers
throughout the United States and Canada in order to obtain as much
expertise as possible concerning mountain systems and their names. After
the information was collected and analyzed, Gannett reported the findings
and his recommendations to the Board. The Board ruled on the names
and descriptions of 22 principal mountain systems. The decisions were
published in a special leaflet and in the 1908 "Decisions of the United
States Geographic Board - July 1906 to July 1908" were published by the

Government Printing Office.
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Apr. 3

Jun. §

1907

Syllables in Philippine Names

The Board suggested that if practicable, the Philippine Committee on
Geographic Names reduce the number of syllables in names in which the
same sound is repeated, i.e. Kahumayhumayan. It was questioned whether

in everyday spoken usage, the full name would be used.

Executive Committee Decisions

A motion was adopted authorizing the Executive Committee to make
decisions during the months of July, August, and September subject to

final approval of the Board at its October meeting.
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Jan. 8

May 6

1908

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

George W. Littlehales

Hawaiian Geographic Names

At the request of member Andrew Braid, the Board approved two long
lists of Hawaiian geographic names prepared by William DeWitt
Alexander and appearing in Coast and Geodetic Survey Report, Appendix

7, 1902. This same list had not been approved when submitted in 1902.

Map and Chart Symbols Committee

A special committee of Board members to consider the "Unification of
Conventional Symbols" used on maps and charts was appointed by the
Chairman Gannett. The committee was given the power to add other
members representing mapmaking bureaus of the Government.

This was the first concerted effort to standardize maps and chart symbols
in the United States. After months of discussion and study, a set of

conventional map and chart symbols and abbreviations was agreed upon,
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1908

thus making Government usage uniform. Initial members of the
committee
were:
*Henry Gannett, Geological Survey (Chairman)
*Robert B. Marshall, Geological Survey
S.J. Kubel, Geological Survey
*Frank Bond, General Land Office
H.V. Lemenager, General Land Office
*Arnold B. Johnson, Light-House Board
*Andrew Braid, Coast and Geodetic Survey
*George R. Putnam, Coast and Geodetic Survey
Gershom Bradford, Coast and Geodetic Survey
*Col. Thaddeus W. Jones, General Staff, Department of War
Col. C.H. Ourand, General Staff, Department of War
Col. S.S. Leach, Corps of Engineers
*Comdr. Albert G. Winterhalter, Hydrographic Office
*George W. Littlehales, Hydrographic Office
*Frederick G. Plummer, Forest Service
C.W. Dorsey, Bureau of Soils

(Members of the Geographic Board are identified with an asterisk.)
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May 6

Oct. 1

Dec. 2

1908

Cuban Names Approved

The Board tentatively approved a list of Cuban geographic names

prepared by the Cuban government.

Oregon Geographic Board Established

Governor Chamberlain of Oregon established the Oregon Geographic
Board by appointing five members; William Gladstone Steel was named
president. [Steel, whose lifelong project was to collect and catalog the
origins of American names and publish a placename dictionary, was the
Oregon Board’s moving force until he resigned in 1916 and his efforts
were carried on by Lewis A. McArthur. Steel’s placename dictionary was
never published (see Dec. 9, 1931). McArthur continued as the moving
force until his death in 1951. In 1928, he published the first edition of
Oregon Geographical Names. His son, Lewis L. McArthur, is currently
with the Oregon Geographic Board and continues to revise the book on a

periodical basis.]

Otis T. Mason Memorial Resolution

The Board adopted a resolution memorializing Otis Tufton Mason,

member from the Smithsonian Institution, who died November 6, 1908.
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1909

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

Albert G. Winterhalter

Jun. 3 Executive Committee Authority

As in 1907, the Board gave its Executive Committee authority to decide

cases during the Summer recess (July and August).
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1910

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

Albert G. Winterhalter

Jan. S Idaho Geographic Society

The Board agreed to work with the newly established Idaho Geographic

Society in standardizing geographic names in Idaho.

Mar. 2 Philippine Committee Report

A report regarding the organization and work of the Philippine Names

Committee on Geographic Names was submitted by Andrew Braid.

Jun. 1 Map and Chart Symbols Committee

The report of the Map and Chart Symbols Committee was considered by
the Board with the recommendation that the report and decisions therein
be submitted to the Military and Naval Academies for comment before

final action is taken.
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Aug. 17

Oct. S

1910

Map and Chart Symbols

A special meeting was held to consider the final report of the Map and
Chart Symbols Committee. The Military and Naval Academies
recommended a few modifications and additions, all of which were
accepted. The report of the committee as amended was unanimously

adopted and the information therein became the standard for Federal use.

Living Persons Principle

The Board made reference to its "general principle ... preventing the
adoption of names of living persons for topographic features." Exceptions

were made for the Territory of Alaska.

66



1910

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

Albert G. Winterhalter

Jan. 5 Idaho Geographic Society

The Board agreed to work with the newly established Idaho Geographic

Society in standardizing geographic names in Idaho.

Mar. 2 Philippine Committee Report

A report regarding the organization and work of the Philippine Names

Committee on Geographic Names was submitted by Andrew Braid.

Jun. 1 Map and Chart Symbols Committee

The report of the Map and Chart Symbols Committee was considered by
the Board with the recommendation that the report and decisions therein
be submitted to the Military and Naval Academies for comment before

final action is taken.
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Jan. 4

Jan. 20

Mar. 1

1911

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

William McNeir

National Syllabus Committee

The board accepted an invitation to work "with the National Syllabus
Committee created to establish rules for capitalization, spelling, etc. in the

editing of certain publications."

Government Printing Office List of Decisions

The Government Printing Office published a listing of all Board decisions
rendered through 1910 titled "Correct Orthography of Geographic Names:

Revised to January, 1911."

Capitalization of Generics

Rejecting a recommendation of the Executive Committee to lower case
geographic-name generics, it was:
Voted: "The descriptive [generic] part of a geographic name

adopted by the Board shall be capitalized in its publications."
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Apr. 5

Jul. 19

Dec. 2

1911

Canada-United States Boundary Names

After over ten years of discussion between the Canadian Board on
Geographic Names and the U.S. Geographic Board, a body of 60 names of
features that cross or are on the Canada/United States boundary were

mutually approved by both Boards.

Modification of the -burg Rule

The Board approved use of the -burgh spelling when compelling reasons
exist. The 1891 decision for Pittsburg was changed to Pittsburgh.

Changing Names in Montana

A copy of the House Joint Memorial No. 6 of the Montana State
Legislature was reviewed by the Board. The Memorial requests the
Congress of the United States to take steps to prohibit the changing of the
old names of Montana’s mountains and streams. The Board took the
Memorial under consideration. Although it may have influenced individual
members, the minutes of the Board do not reflect any specific actions
taken in behalf of the Memorial.

Creation of an Hawaii Advisory Committee

At the request of the Board, the Secretary of the Interior asked Walter F.
Frear, Governor, Territory of Hawaii, to establish an Hawaii Advisory
Committee on Geographic Names. Governor Frear confirmed the

creation of such a committee by letter dated January 5, 1912.
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Jan. 3

Apr. 3

1912

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Adolph von Haake

William McNeir (Jan. - May)

Henry Gannett (June - Dec.)

Chinese Post Office and Province Names

A special committee was appointed in December 1911 by the Chairman to
investigate a list of romanized Chinese post office and province names
published in the Chinese Imperial Postal Guide. These names were

approved by the Board upon the recommendation of the committee.

Forest Service Map Symbols

The Board approved a series of symbols, signs, and colors to be used on
Forest Service maps.

Alaska/Canada Boundary Names

The Alaska Boundary Commission submitted a list of names for features
on or that cross the Alaska/Canada boundary. The Board recognized that
the names are also subject to approval by the Geographic Board of
Canada. The United States Geographic Board expressed its preferences

without taking final action.
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May 1

Jun. 5

Dec. 4

1912

Alaska/Canada Boundary Names

The Geographic Board of Canada submitted a report of action on the list
of names along the Alaska/Canada boundary prepared by the Alaska
Boundary Commission. In the report some of the names were approved,
some modified, and some rejected. The report was referred to the
Executive Committee for recommendation. The names were eventually
approved by the Geographic Board.

Chart Abbreviations

The Board adopted a group of chart abbreviations submitted by the Navy

Hydrographer and Commissioner of Lighthouses.

Philippine Island Names

Lists of names adopted by the Philippine Committee on Geographic
Names since 1910 were approved.

Hawaiian Names

The Board approved 63 names recommended by the Advisory Committee

on Geographic Names in Hawaii.

Mississippi River Commission Map Symbols

The request of the Mississippi River Commission for the Board to adopt
certain conventional symbols and make some changes to the approved list

of map and chart symbol was not approved.
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Feb. 5

Apr. 2

1913

Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

George F. Cooper

Henry Gannett

Establishing Decision Review (Procedures)

Voted: "that the names adopted at a meeting be sent to each member and
each member will have three days to present objections to the decision to
be promulgated, in which case it will be withdrawn and held up for action
by the Board at its next meeting".

New Meeting Place

At the invitation of the U.S. Forest Service, the Board began holding its
meetings in Room 705, Atlantic Building, on F Street, U.S. Forest Service

instead of at the U.S. Geological Survey.

First Photograph

The first known photograph of the Board was taken.

All members were present.
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Jun. 25 Philippine Names

The Board approved a list of names submitted by the Philippine
Committee on Geographic Names. These names were published in
Decisions of the United States Geographic Board, July 1912 to July 1913

(Washington, GPO, 1913, 54 p.).
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Mar. 4

May 6

Jun. 3

1914
Henry Gannett, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:
Frank Bond
George F. Cooper

Henry Gannett

GPO Publication of Board Decisions

Voted: "that a request be made to the Public Printer to publish

Board decisions in his annual report."

Hawaiian Geographic Names

The Board approved 817 names in Hawaii recommended by the Hawaiian

Advisory Committee on Geographic Names.

Amendment to the Bylaws

The following Amendment to Article II of the Bylaws was adopted:

Voted: "The officers shall consist of a chairman, a secretary (each of

whom shall be elected by ballot), and an executive
committee consisting of the chairman and secretary of the
Board, and three additional members to be appointed by the
Chair with the concurrence of the Board, all of whom shall

serve for one year or until their successors shall be chosen."
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Nov. 6

Nov. 9

1914

Colorado Geographic Board Established

At the request of Governor Elias M. Ammons of Colorado a convention of
interested citizens was called on October 14, 1914 and the Colorado
Geographic Board was established as the executive organ of the Colorado
Geographical Society by designation of the Governor. The purpose of the
Board and Society was to record, systematize, and clarify the geographic
names of the State so as to fix an appropriate and historical
nomenclature. Robert B. Marshall of the U.S. Geological Survey was one
of the signers of the Articles of Incorporation, and in 1915, he was
appointed a member of the U.S. Geographic Board. The Colorado
Mountain Club established a nomenclature committee about the same
time as the State Board was organized, and the two worked closely with
the U.S. Geographic Board between 1914 and 1925 determining local
names and proposing new names for Colorado’s mountains, lakes, and
streams. The State Board ceased operations about 1925 when Elsworth

Bethel died (see: October 24, 1979).

Memorial on the Death of Gannett

The Board approved a resolution memorializing Chairman Henry Gannett
who died on November 5. A memorial was also published in the National
Geographic Magazine. Gannett’s last official act on the Board was to

appoint the 1915 Executive Committee.
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Apr. 7

May 5

1915

Andrew Braid, Acting Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

C. Hart Merriam

Andrew Braid

Charles S. Sloane

Navaho and Hopi Indian Names

The Board approved about 150 Navaho and Hopi Indian names in Arizona

submitted by Professor E.H. Gregory of the U.S. Geological Survey.

Name-Change Policy

The Board reiterated its policy not to change well-established names by
refusing to change the name of Glacier Peak in Oregon.

Planning Increased Activities

A committee was appointed in order to investigate the possible increase in
Board activities due to special needs associated with the European war.
The committee also was to investigate the possibility of an appropriation
to pay the salaries of permanent employees and for the publication of

decisions of the Board.
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Jun. 2

1915

Promoting Organization of State Names Authorities

The Board began a program to contact officials in States not having a
State Geographic Board expressing "the desirability of having such a Board
created to co-operate with the U.S. Geographic Board in the establishment
of a correct geographic nomenclature within their respective jurisdictions."
Robert Marshall was authorized to deal directly with State officials on this
matter.

Appropriations Committee Report

The special committee appointed at the May 5 meeting submitted its
report on the Board’s ability to achieve national standardization of
geographic names. It noted several restrictions on the Board’s mission
given in the Executive Orders. The report read in part:

"the work of the Board is now practically restricted to the
settlement of cases of conflicting usage which are submitted to it by
interested agencies, and the approval of names proposed for use in
maps and other publications of Federal Bureaus. The Board itself
is unable, on account of its limited facilities, to take the initiative in
ascertaining and settling conflicting usage, or in building up or
establishing the geographic nomenclature of the United States".

The report stated that a substantial amount of money was being
spent indirectly for the work of the Board, but that this money was
scattered through the several departments. Much more could be
accomplished if these funds were "merged into one fund, directly
available to the Board and used for a small organization devoted
exclusively to its work."
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The report recommended a specific appropriation for the Board, a
trained geographer as its executive officer, and a central office. The
Congress, however, took literally the statement in the 1890
Executive order that the Board should "entail no expense on the

Government." No appropriation was received until 1920.
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Jun. 7

1916

Andrew Braid, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

C. Hart Merriam

Andrew Braid

Charles S. Sloane

Thomas Washington

Naming Peaks on a Named Mountain: Gannett Peak

The Board approved a proposal to rename Mount Massive in Colorado to
Mount Gannett in honor of the former late member of the Board, Henry
Gannett, who originally named the feature. Because of objections to this
decision, the Board then attempted to name the highest point on Mount
Massive - Gannett Peak. On May 1, 1922, the Colorado State Legislature
passed a resolution requesting the Board to rescind its decision because
"this mountain, and every part thereof - every point and peak thereon - has
been universally known and called Mount Massive ...." On May 3, 1922,
the Board rescinded its decision. In 1965, an unsuccessful effort was made
to rename Mount Massive in honor of the British statesman, Sir Winston

Churchill (1874-1965).
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Sep. 10

1916

Fourth Report

The Fourth Report of the U.S. Geographic Board was published by the

Department of State. It contained all decisions rendered by the Board

from 1890 through 1915. The Report also listed all current rules of the

Board concerning new proposed names and the selection of names for use

by Federal Department and agencies. These principles, also published as

a separate circular, were as follows:

a.

Acceptable Names

Euphonious and suitable names of Indian, Spanish, or French origin
should be retained. Names suggested by peculiarities of the
topographic features designated, such as their form, vegetation, or
animal life are generally acceptable.

Long and clumsily constructed names and names composed of two
or more words should be avoided. It is a foregone conclusion that
such names will not be adopted by the public. If the name selected
consists of more than one word the words should be combined if
practicable.

Name Duplication

Duplication of names, especially within one state, should be

avoided.
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Personal Names

Names of living persons should be applied very rarely, and only
those of great eminence should be thus honored. No personal
names should be attached because of relationship, friendship, or
personal interest, nor should names of obscure persons be given.
Names of eminent men now dead may be thus perpetuated,
particularly those of early explorers, naturalists, geologists,
topographers, etc.

Naming Parts of the Same Feature

The multiplication of names for different parts of the same feature,
such as a river or mountain range, should be avoided. Only one
name should be applied to a stream or mountain range throughout
its entire length; in the case of a river the name should follow up its
longest branch.

The naming of forks, prongs, branches, etc., as "East Fork" or
"North Prong" of a river, should be avoided unless there is a special
reason for it. In most cases, independent names should be given to
a rivers’s branches.

Local Usage

The spelling and pronunciation sanctioned by local usage should in

general be adopted.
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Where names have been changed or corrupted, and such changes or
corruptions have become established by local usage, it is not usually
advisable to attempt to restore the original form.

In cases where what was evidently originally the same word appears
with various spellings sanctioned by local usage, when applied to
various features, these various spellings should be regarded as in
effect different names, and, as a rule, it is inadvisable to attempt to

produce uniformity.

Where a choice is offered between two or more names for the same
place or locality, all sanctioned by local usage, that which is the
most appropriate and euphonious should be adopted. However, the
"h" in names ending in "burgh" should be dropped and names
ending in "borough" should be abbreviated to "boro." The word
"center" in names should not be spelled "centre" and the letters
"C.H." for courthouse appended to the names of county seats should

be omitted.

It is desirable to avoid the use of the words city and town as parts

of names.
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f. Genitive Case Names

The possessive form should be avoided whenever it can be done
without destroying the euphony of the name or changing its
descriptive application.

8. Combining Words in Names

In cases of names consisting of more than one word in the specific
part, it is desirable to combine them into one word, if possible.

h. Diacritical and Other Marks

It is desirable to avoid the use of diacritical characters and other
marks. The use of hyphens in connecting parts of names should be
discontinued.
The Board made it clear that these were not designed as rules, but as
guiding principles, from which it may depart whenever it deems it

advisable to do so.
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Jan. 23

Feb. 27

1917

Andrew Braid, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

C. Hart Merriam

Thomas Snowden

Andrew Braid

Charles S. Sloane

Mount Rainier Case

A letter was received from the Seattle, Washington Chamber of Commerce
objecting to efforts in the State to change the name of Mount Rainier to

Mount Tacoma.

Mount Rainier Case

S.J. Memorial No. 14 passed by the Washington State Legislature
petitioned the U.S. Geographic Board to replace the "Rainier" name with a

more appropriate name.
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May 2

May 11

Oct. 3

Nov. 7

1917

Mount Rainier Hearing

In response to S.J. Memorial No. 14 of the Washington State Legislature,
the Board held a public hearing to receive evidence and agreement for
and against changing the name of Mount Rainier. Mount Rainier was an
1890 decision and through the years there was considerable pressure from
citizens of the City of Tacoma to change the name of the mountain to

Mount Tacoma.

Mount Rainier Case

The Board declined to reconsider its 1890 decision on the name Mount

Rainier.

New Meeting Place

At the invitation of Frank Bond, the Board began meeting in the General
Land Office conference room in the New Interior Department Building at
19th and F Streets. That building was referred to later as the Old
Department of the Interior Building and is currently (1990) the GSA

Building.

Names in Guam

The Board approved a body of names in Guam submitted by the

Committee on Geographic Names of the Island of Guam
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May 1

Oct. 2

1918

Andrew Braid, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

C. Hart Merriam

Andrew Braid

Charles S. Sloane

Robert B. Marshall

Philippine Islands Names

The Board adopted 285 geographic names in the Philippines recommended

by the Philippine Committee on Geographical Names.

Effect of World War I on Board Activities

The demands for standard foreign names did not increase during World
War I. Compared to World War II, battle lines were static and limited in
scope. War mapping was also a relatively minor activity. The actual effect
of the war on the Board was to reduce its workload. Several of its
members saw service in the European battle zone. Members William
McNeir, Department of State, and Ralph Van Deman, Department of

War, were with the American Commission to Negotiate Peace in Paris.
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Dec. 4 Philippine Islands Names

The Board adopted 206 names approved by the Philippine Committee on

Geographical Names.
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Feb. 5

Mar. 5

Apr. 22

1919

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Robert B. Marshall

C. Hart Merriam

Charles S. Sloane

Memorial on the Death of Andrew Braid

The Board approved a resolution memorializing Chairman Andrew Braid

who died January 3, 1919.

Abbreviations of State Names

The Board declined a request from the Post Office Department to change
the abbreviation of Illinois from Ill. to Ills.

Philippine Island Names

The Board approved 806 names recommended by the Philippine

Committee on Geographical Names.

Adoption of a Russian Transliteration System

A system for transliterating Russian alphabetic characters in the spelling of

place names was approved by the Board. The system, published in the
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May 13

Dec. 30

1919

May 7, 1919 Decision List, was devised by Rear Admiral Seaton

Schroeder, member representing the Department of Navy.

Formation of the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for

British Official Use

In the spring of 1919, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty invited
other governmental departments to approve a proposal that the Royal
Geographical Society be asked to form a permanent committee to deal
with problems of geographical nomenclature. At a conference held May
13, all member departments approved the formation of the Permanent
Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN).
First chairman of the Committee was Major General Lord Edward
Gleichen. By resolution of the Preliminary Conference held April 29,
1919, placenames of the British Isles were excluded from consideration by
the PCGN, the recognized authority for such names being the Ordnance

Survey.

Board of Surveys and Maps

The map coordination activities of the U.S. Geographical Board were
transferred to the newly formed Board of Surveys and Maps by Executive

order signed by President Woodrow Wilson.
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Apr. 7

1920

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

C. Hart Merriam

Charles S. Sloane

Strait of Juan de Fuca

The Board took up the matter of the name of the strait between the
Olympic Peninsula, Washington and Vancouver Island, Canada. There was

strong sentiment for the phrasal form "Strait of Juan de Fuca." The issue
was taken up with the Canadian Geographic Board with a view to joint
action on the name. The Canadian Board, however, favored the form

"Juan de Fuca Strait." No agreement was reached between the two

countries.
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Jan. 20

1921

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

James McCormick

C. Hart Merriam

Charles S. Sloane

Fifth Report
The Fifth Report of the U.S. Geographic Board was published by the

Public Printer. It includes decisions rendered from 1890 through 1919.

Conformance to Current Local Usage

The introduction to the Fifth Report clarified the Board’s philosophy and
policy regarding local usage and exceptions to the adoption of names in
local usage. The policy reads as follows:
"The Board is agreed that in general the name which is in common
local use at present should be adopted. This is a broad, general
principle, and summarized the policy of the Board, with the
exception of certain classes of names. It covers cases of changes or
corruptions of names, except where they are considered to be

unworthy of perpetuation.
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The Board clearly recognizes that the importance and value of its
decisions depend upon their general adoption. To change corrupted
forms back to pure forms, after the corrupted form has been
established, is to make a decision which will not be followed. Such
decisions are not merely useless; they are positively harmful. They
tend not to settle but to unsettle usage. To restore such names as
Port Townsend to Port Townshend, Pysht to Pysche, Ozan to Aux
anes, Low Freight to L’eau frais, Sitka to Shitka, Possum to
Opossum, is not always possible, however desirable. The aim,
therefore of the board is to discover and support by its decisions the
forms in use in all cases, except those where specific and positive
objections thereto are found to exist. That it should always succeed
in this aim is obviously impossible. Changes are constantly
occurring. The Board cannot if it would, and would not if it could,
oppose change. The difficulties encountered in carrying out this
principle are found mainly in determining what is the established
usage, or the prevailing local practice where it is divided between
different forms. Where it is so divided, opportunity is afforded for
the selection of the more appropriate and euphonious of the name

in use."
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Possessive Name Forms

In the Fifth Report, the Board said:
"The possessive form of name is rapidly disappearing, except in rare
cases where good reason exists for its retention. In most cases this
is effected by dropping the apostrophe and the final "s." In certain
cases, however, usage or euphony appears to require the retention
of the final "s," when the apostrophe only is dropped."

Russian Names in Alaska

The Board also decided that in Russian names in Alaska often shown with

-of, -off, -ow, and -ov endings, it will uniformly use -of.

Feb. 18 Colorado River Case

Colorado Congressman Edward T. Taylor submitted H. J. Res. 460 in the
House of Representatives during the last days of the Sixty-Sixth Congress.
The bill would change the name of the Grand River in Colorado and Utah
to the Colorado River. The 1891 Board decision headed the Colorado
River at the junction of the Grand and Green Rivers in Utah. The
decision was based on historical precedence and local usage. The
legislation was introduced in order to allow the Colorado River to head in

the State that was named for it.
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Feb. 2

Feb. 18

Mar. 2

1921

Publishing Historical Information

The Board:
Voted: "to publish each month such historical data or studies that have
been made by members of the Board in connection with the decisions to

be rendered.”

"Colorado River" Hearing

The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce of the House of
Representatives held a hearing on H. J. Res. 460 at which Board members
provided testimony on the history of the naming and its decision. The bill

died with the end of the Sixty-Sixth Congress.

Mount Rainier Case: Public Meeting

The Board heard a number of persons testify on behalf of a proposal to
change the name of Mount Rainier in Washington to Mount Lincoln.
Mount Lincoln, proposed by the Grand Army of the Republic, was in line
with previous efforts to change the name of the Cascade Range to the
Presidential Range and name the volcanic peaks after presidents of the

United States.
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Apr. 6

May 4

May 11

Jun. 16

Jul. 25

1921

Diacritical Mark: Tilde

The Board formally requested the Public Printer to add the tilde to the "n"

in the name of a stream in California; Afo Nuevo Creek.

Mount Rainier Case: Public Meeting

A public meeting was held by the Board to hear arguments for and against

changing the name of Mount Rainier to Mount Tacoma.

Mount Rainier Case

By a unanimous vote, the Board declined to change the name of Mount

Rainier in Washington.

Colorado River Case

Mr. Taylor from Colorado reintroduced H. J. Res. 460 as H. J. Res. 32 in
the Sixty-Seventh Congress. Similar to his February 18, 1921 bill, the act

would place the headwaters of the Colorado River in Colorado.

Colorado River Case

H. J. Res. 32 was passed by the Congress and became law. The law,
however did not clearly define the headwaters of the Colorado, except that

it headed in Rocky Mountain National Park.

94



1921

Oct. 5 Yellowstone National Park Names

At the request of the U.S. Geological Survey, a special committee was
appointed by the Board to work with Claude H. Birdseye (U.S. Geological
Survey) and William C. Gregg (National Arts Club) to determine uniform

name usage for features in Yellowstone National Park.
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Mar. 1

May 3

1922

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

James McCormick

Charles S. Sloane

C. Hart Merriam

Gannett Peak Case

Senator Samuel D. Nicholson (1859-1923) of Colorado appeared before
the Board to protest the 1916 decision of the Board naming the highest
peak on Mount Massive in Colorado for Henry Gannett (see June 7,

1916).

Gannett Peak Case

House Resolution No. 3, passed by the Colorado State Legislature, urged
the Board on Geographic Names to rescind its 1916 decision for Gannett
Peak. "The Board reversed its previous decision establishing the name
Gannett for the highest peak on Mount Massive" (see June 7, 1916). The
name Mount Gannett, for a feature in Alaska, was approved by the Board

in 1930.
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1923

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Charles S. Sloane, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

James McCormick

Charles S. Sloane

C. Hart Merriam

Dec. § Memorial on the Death of Charles S. Sloane

The Board passes a memorial resolution in honor or Charles Swift Sloane,
geographer with the U.S. Bureau of the Census who died November 30.
Sloane was Secretary to the Board for almost 20 years.

United States-Canada Agreement

A formal agreement was initiated with the Geographic Board of Canada
"by which each Board, prior to arriving at a decision respecting any
international name [for a feature on the boundary between the two
countries], would submit it to the other Board, and each would supply the

other with all pertinent data in its possession."
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Jan. 20

1924

C. Hart Merriam, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
James McCormick, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Frank Bond

Frederick B. Bassett

Lawrence Martin

James McCormick

C. Hart Merriam

Adoption of R.G.S. II System

The Boards executive committee tentatively adopted the Royal
Geographical Society’s II system (R.G.S. II) for recording names of non-
roman scripts in the roman alphabet. The system is conventional and only
represents an approximation to many of the sounds represented in the
non-roman scripts. The Board modified the R.G.S. II system slightly in
later years. In 1954, the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names
for Official British Use transformed the R.G.S. II system into "Principles of

Geographical Nomenclature." See June 15, 1893.
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Feb. 13

Mar. 5

Apr. 22

1924

Naming Features for Living Persons

The Board refused to name several features on the United States-Canada
boundary for living persons. The names were proposed by the
Alaska/Canada Boundary Commission. It then:
Voted: that "a proposal to name a geographic feature in honor of a
living person shall be accompanied by a brief biographic sketch
comprising a summary of the principal achievements of the person

whom it is desired to honor."

Mount Rainier Case

Chairman Merriam informed the Board that he had been summoned
before a subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Public Lands to testify
on S.J.64, a bill to change the name of Mount Rainier to Mount Tacoma.

His testimony was against the name change.

Mount Rainier Case

The U.S. Senate passed S.J.64 changing the name of Mount Rainier to
Mount Tacoma. The Bill was sent to the House of Representatives. The
Board prepared a document titled "Report of the United States

Geographic Board on S.J. Res. 64" in response to the proposed legislation.
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May 7

Jul. 20

1924

Virgin Islands Geographic Dictionary

The Executive Committee was authorized to act on new names and name
conflicts for the Geographic Dictionary of the Virgin Islands compiled by
Board member James William McGuire, of the Coast and Geodetic
Survey. The Board had recommended compilation and publication of this
work. It was published early in 1925 by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic

Survey.

Index to the Fifth Report

The U.S. Geological Survey published the "Index to the Fifth Report and
Supplement (1920-1923)" for the Board. For the first time, the Index was
arranged by countries, States, and counties, excluding Europe, Hawaii, and
the Philippine Islands. The reason for excluding the three areas was not

explained.
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1925

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
James McCormick, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Lawrence Martin

Will. C. Barnes (from April 1)

Frederick B. Bassett

James McCormick

Frank Bond

Jan. 7 Brooks Range Case

In an unprecedented move, and by unanimous vote, the Board named the
600-mile range across the northern part of the Territory of Alaska the
Brooks Range in honor of Alfred Hulse Brooks of the U.S. Geological
Survey. The action was in recognition of the distinguished service Brooks,
an Alaskan geologist, rendered to science during the many years of field
work in Alaska. This remains to this day the largest feature formally

named by the Board.
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Jan. 9

Jun. 16

1925

Mount Rainier Hearing

The Committee on Public Lands and Surveys of the House of Repre-
sentatives held a hearing on S.J.Res.64 (changing the name of Mount
Rainier to Mount Tacoma) at which C. Hart Merriam (Chairman) and
James McCormick (Secretary), Lawrence Martin, and Frederick B. Bassett
provided testimony against the name change. The bill did not pass the

House of Representatives.

The Katmai Names Case: The Living Persons Policy

The Katmai, Alaska names case of 1925 represents the only known time
that strong political pressure forced the Board to abrogate its "living
persons" policy and render decisions contrary to its own judgment. It
began in the period between 1915 and 1919 when Robert F. Griggs led
several National Geographic Society expeditions into the region on the
Alaska Peninsula where Mount Katmai erupted in 1912. Griggs arbitrarily
gave names to several features in the area which were published in the
National Geographic Magazine. Learning that the U.S. Geological Survey
was planning to map the area, Gilbert H. Grosvenor, President of the
Society, wrote to the Board on December 5, 1923 and requested official
adoption of the names given by Griggs. The Board questioned the choice,
spelling, and application of some of the names. Griggs took the position

that his names should not be questioned "regardless of derivation, that is,
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unless the ancient and time-honored right of the explorer to name features
in an uninhabited country be held to have lost its force."

The Board, however, noted that the area had been visited by outsiders
before the Griggs expeditions and it was inhabited before the volcanic
eruption by an Aleut population. In fact, "native" names for most of the
features were available and some have been used in nineteenth-century
publications. The Board also took strong exception to several names that
honored living persons including the President and Vice President of the
National Geographic Society. Grosvenor and Griggs became adamant and
insisted that the Board accept all the names as published in the National
Geographic Magazine. On June 17, 1924, the Board approved 23
"noncontroversial" names for the Katmai area, but did not approve the
names honoring living persons.

A letter dated March 27, 1925, was received from the President of the
United States, Calvin Coolidge, stating that it would seem "advisable that
this [National Geographic Society] nomenclature be accepted and
approved for all maps issued by the government departments." In reply,
the Board reported to the President its "living persons” policy, which was
similar to government regulations prohibiting the use of names or portraits
of living persons on United States postage stamps. On April 28, 1925, the

President wrote again recommending that the Board approve all names
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given by Griggs. The Board still held to its ground. In reply, Chairman
Frank Bond wrote on April 8, 1925, to the President:

"In the case before us, the Katmai nomenclature, all of the
thirty-seven names recommended by Dr. Griggs have been adopted
by the Board except eight, and six of these are the names of living
persons. Under our rules, or principles, these names in our
judgment are not eligible and we have, in accordance with our
preferred practice, recommended native names for all but one. For
this one a descriptive name seemed desirable. These
recommendations, we understand, form the basis for the first appeal
to the President since the Board was created by Executive Order,
September 4, 1890.

During the long period of its service the Board has not been
free from criticism by disappointed persons, by representatives of
great municipalities such as the city of Tacoma which has at
different times sent to Washington demanding the substitution of
the name Mount Tacoma for Mount Rainier, or the Grand Army of
the Republic urging the substitution of "Mount Lincoln" for the
same lofty summit. Many individuals holding positions under the
government have sought to break down this important rule of the

Board, a few of them many times, but thus far without success ... In
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our judgment the adoption of the ’living person’ rule has been
abundantly justified during the past twenty years and we feel equally
certain that its abandonment now will be disastrous; will, in fact,
make of the Board not an impersonal independent agency to secure
proper geographic nomenclature and uniformity of usage in all
departments of the government, but rather a prey to the petty
personal ambitions of all who are in position to support
unimpressive personal claims by influences not properly applicable
if the decisions of the Board are hereafter to be based upon rules
of merit alone as in the past."
On May 7, Grosvenor wrote to the President questioning the qualifications
of the Board members and accused the Board of attacking the integrity of
the National Geographic Society and "deliberately wiping out names given
by a scientific institution." At this point, it appears that the President,
through his Secretary, Everett Sanders, threatened to reorganize the Board
for better control. In a letter to Sanders, Frank Bond wrote:
"I recall with some concern a brief observation made by you
to the effect that it might be advisable to place the Geographic
Board under the jurisdiction of one department.”
At highly emotional meetings on June 16 and 17, 1925, Gilbert Grosvenor
attacked the integrity of the Board members and, alluding to Bond’s April

8 letter, he stated that "The charges against the Society were so unfounded
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Nov. 4

Dec. 2

1925
that the communication is unbelievable *** It is a very serious matter
when aGovernment board accuses a non-government institution of
flim-flamming *** I don’t think that it is in your power to wipe out names
given by ascientific institution *** We challenge your right to do it. In the
second place you can’t do it without reflecting on the Society."
After considerable argument the Board finally approved eight names
honoring living persons on June 17 "at the request contained in a letter

from the President [Coolidge] of the United States."

First Woman on the Board

The Board had its first woman member with the appointment by the
President of Dr. Helen M. Strong as a representative of the Bureau of

Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce.

Press Notices

It was agreed that the Chairman and Secretary distribute press notices with
lists of decisions after each meeting. The Board also decided to try to
obtain public expression relative to certain cases by preparing a statement
for newspapers outlining each case and asking for public comment.

Foreign Country Names

The Board adopted the name Tunisia instead of Tunis for the name of the
country in North Africa. This is a continuation of a long-standing process

of establishing the official names of countries for U.S. Government use.
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Jan. 28

1926

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
James McCormick, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Lawrence Martin

Will. C. Barnes

James McCormick

Frank Bond

Samuel W. Boggs

Geological Survey Support

George Otis Smith, Director of the U.S. Geological Survey, wrote to the
Board indicating that the Secretary of the Board, James McCormick and
his clerk, have been spending nearly full time in support of the Board
activities. Because of a reduced budget, the Survey will only be able to
provide half of that support the next (1927) fiscal year. It may be
necessary for some other organization to take over the salary of the clerk.
At the October 6, 1926, meeting, Frank Bond informed the Board that in
the Second Deficiency Act, fiscal year 1926, approved July 3, 1926, a salary
was provided the Chairman, who would transfer from the General Land
Office and devote full time to Board activities. This appears to be the first
time the Board had a salaried employee. The Department of Commerce

assigned a clerk to provide clerical assistance to the Board.
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Sep. 22

Nov. 3

1926

United States Gazetteer

The Board approved plans to compile a gazetteer of the United States on
a cooperative basis with universities, State governments, and State names
authorities. Agreements were made with such bodies in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts. The State Geographic Board of Rhode Island was
organized on February 1, 1927 and it began submitting gazetteer material
to the Federal Board in August 1928. The official Gazetteer of Rhode
Island was published by the Board in 1932. The Massachusetts

compilation was never published.

Foreign Names Committee

After considerable discussion concerning the use of diacritical marks in
South American names, the Board Chairman, by instruction, appointed a
committee to consider the whole subject of foreign names (see April 6,
1927 for report).

Committee Member Samuel Boggs began correspondence with Major-
General Lord Edward Gleichen of the Permanent Committee on
Geographical Names for Official British Use at this time with the idea of
standardizing procedures for spelling foreign geographic names for use in
English speaking countries. The U.S. Board had already adopted the
Royal Geographical Society’s system (R.G.S. II) for use in the United

States, with slight modification (see January 20, 1924).
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Nov. 10 Letter to the Governors

Frank Bond prepared a small leaflet for general distribution containing
excerpts from the uniform letter to the governors of several states relating
to an official gazetteer and procedures for compiling such a gazetteer by a

state agency (Washington, GPO, 1926, 4 p.).
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Jan. 28

1927

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
James McCormick, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Lawrence Martin (to April 6)

J.N.B. Hewitt (from April 6)

Will. C. Barnes

Samuel W. Boggs

Frank Bond

James McCormick

Massachusetts Geographic Board Established

The Governor of Massachusetts established a Massachusetts Geographic
Board and appointed six members. The purpose of the Board was to work
with the United States Geographic Board in the preparation of an official
gazetteer of Massachusetts. Work was completed in June 1934 after the
rendering of over 6,000 decisions for Massachusetts names by the Federal
Board. The gazetteer reached manuscript form but, because of a lack of
an appropriation by Congress, the gazetteer was never published (see

September 22, 1926 and January 16 & 19, 1935).
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1927

Alaska/Canada Boundary Names: Living Persons Policy

On May 27 and June 11, 1926, Colonel E. Lester Jones, Commissioner,
Alaska Boundary Commission testified before the Board in support of ten
proposed names for mountains on the Alaska/Canada boundary. The
mountains were the location of turning points along the boundary and
there was need to refer to them in some way. The names chosen by
Colonel Jones and the British commissioner honored living men associated
with the boundary survey. The Board, as an act of international comity,
approved three names that honored Canadians but deferred seven names
that honored Americans. Board members who disapproved adoption of
the names cited the "living persons" policy as the reason. The Board had
extensive communication with the Geographical Board of Canada over this
matter and even proposed a formula which would allow the country having
the largest boundary turn angle on a mountain, to have the privilege of
naming the mountain. The boundary names were discussed at all meetings
in 1926 and at a special meeting held for the purpose on May 27, 1926.
Commissioner Jones also took the matter up with Secretary of State Frank
Kellogg, who refused to interfere with the Board’s processes. At its
February 2, 1927 meeting the Board adopted the seven names based on
the argument that since the Geographic Board of Canada had taken
favorable action on all the names, and because all the features are partly

or mostly in Canada, it would be impractical to take any other course.
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May 4

1927

Foreign Names

Concern and interest in the standardization of foreign names for United
States Government use increased during the 1920s. The Board had a working
set of principles for the treatment of foreign names since its beginning, all of
which were published in each of its five reports. At its November 3, 1926
meeting the Board Chairman appointed a committee consisting of Samuel W.
Boggs (Department of State), Helen M. Strong (Bureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce), and Rear Admiral Walter S. Crosley (Navy
Hydrographic Office) to review the whole subject of foreign names including
the use of diacritical marks. This committee submitted its report, dated
March 17, at the April 6, 1927 meeting. The report made specific

recommendations on:

a. the use of conventional names,

b. the use of accents and diacritical marks,

C. the restatement of foreign names principles, and

d. the publication of separate reports on foreign names.

The report recommendations were adopted with some modifications.

Combining Words in Names

The Board again expressed its opinion that when the specific part of a name
is composed of two or more words it is desirable to combine the words as one
if the combination is logically understandable. One-word specific forms

produce more functional names than those having a series of words.
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Jun. 13 Article about the Geographic Board

Frank Bond prepared a special article for The United States Daily which
was published this day. It was titled Names of Places and Their Proper
Spelling Officially Determined by Geographic Board and described the
history, mission, and principles of the Board, mainly with regard to its
domestic names activities. It was the eleventh article of a series referred

to as a Topical Survey of the Government.

Dec. 14 New Board Secretary Elected

Because of the Deficiency Acts, the Board lost the services of James
McCormick (U.S. Geological Survey). In reply to a request of the
Chairman, the Chief Forester of the U.S. Forest Service gave assurance
that if Will C. Barnes was elected Secretary to the Board, he could take up
the work of the Board immediately. The Board then declared Barnes

"duly elected Secretary of the Board."

It was, however, "the opinion of the Geographic Board that its secretary
should be an employee of the Geographic Board and not one of its
constituent members. [And] Resolved: That the Chairman and Executive
Committee will take such means as may be necessary to bring about this
result." Barnes, who had been a member of the Board since 1920, gave up

that position to become Board Secretary.
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Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Will. C. Barnes, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

Will. C. Barnes

Mar. 20 Bureau of the Budget Hearing

Officers of the Board were given a hearing at the Bureau of the Budget
regarding financial support for Board operations. Because of financial
constraints associated with the Executive orders establishing the Board, it
was suggest that new status be sought. A draft bill was prepared which
would establish its authority by Public Law. Although this bill was not
formally introduced into Congress, a later joint resolution met the Board’s

needs informally approved (see Jan. 18, 1930).

Apr. 4 Name Change Policy: Private Ownership

The Board:
Voted: "not to consider proposals to change the names of features

entirely on private property because of a change in ownership."
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European names established by the Board in order to bring them up to
date. These changes were published in the "First Report on Foreign

Geographic Names" published in 1932 (see July 28, 1932).

Nov. 3 Errors in the Style Manual

After noting a number of serious errors and omissions associated with
geographic names in the Style Manual published by the Government
Printing Office, the Board instructed its Chairman to bring these problems
to the attention of the Public Printer and request that steps be taken to
correct the errors and omissions in future editions of the work (see

February 26, 1929).
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Jan. 9

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Will. C. Barnes, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

| Will. C. Barnes

Coordination with Board of Surveys and Maps

The matter of using and publishing lists of mountains and lake names by
the Board of Surveys and Maps was considered. The Geographic Board
was concerned about conflict in the published names of these features.
Colonel Lawrence Martin, who was on both Boards, was assigned the
responsibility of coordinating the activities between both groups
particularly with regard to the publication of geographic names.

Meeting with Appropriations Committee

The Chairman reported on an agreement with the House Committee on
Appropriations concerning staff support to the Board. It was agreed that
the position of the Secretary to the Board held by Will C. Barnes be
transferred from the Forest Service to the Geographic Board on July 1,
1929. The clerical position assigned to assist the Board would not be

transferred, but would be retained by the Department of Commerce.
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Feb. 26

Mar. 6

Style Manual of the Public Printer

With the publication of the recent Style Manual by the Public Printer, the
Board noted differences in the spelling of names and use of accents and
diacritical marks in foreign names compared to those adopted by the
Geographic Board. A committee of the Board led by Helen Strong met
with the Public Printer on February 26 to discuss the problem and request
compliance with the Board’s decisions. Miss Strong also attended a
meeting of the Permanent Conference on Printing to argue for the use of
accent and diacritical marks in foreign geographic names used by the
Government in compliance with Board policy. Emphasis was given to the
difficulty various departments such as State, Commerce, and Agriculture
were having over the failure of the Public Printer to use diacritical marks
in their manuscripts submitted to him for publication, was emphasized.
On Jun 27, the Board approved preparation of a letter to President
Herbert Hoover explaining the problem and seek compliance of the Public
Printer to adopt the Board’s use of diacritical marks for foreign names

(see November 3, 1928).

Glacier National Park Names

The Board adopted 349 names in Glacier National Park on condition that
those names that cross and are on the United States/Canada boundary are
approved by the Geographic Board of Canada and are not in conflict with

the Boundary Commission Maps.
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1929

Advisory Committee to the Board

The Board considered the suggestion to establish an advisory board or
committee to assist the Geographic Board in establishing policy and in
deciding certain controversial questions. The advisory committee "should
consist of men eminent in the geographic and map making world whose
decisions on questions placed before them would have such standing as to
assist materially in establishing decisions of the Board." See March 5,

1930, for the organization of the Advisory Committee.

Montana Geographic Board

It was noted that the Governor of Montana created a Geographic Board

for that State to work with the National Board.
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Jan. 8

Jan. 9

1930

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
Will. C. Barnes, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
(to June 1)
John J. Cameron, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
(from June 1)
Executive Committee:
Samuel W. Boggs
J.N.B. Hewitt
Raymond S. Patton
Frank Bond
Will. C. Barnes (to July 195)

John J. Cameron (from July 15)

Pronunciation Guide

The Board:
Voted: "that in all cases where the pronunciation was unusual or
eccentric and not readily determined from the spelling, such form of

pronunciation should be indicated ...."

Appropriations Hearing in Congress

The Board was given a hearing before the Subcommittee on

Appropriations, House of Representatives regarding possible legislation in
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order to overcome constraints imposed by Executive orders which

established Board authority.

Jan. 20 Joint Congressional Resolution

Upon recommendation of the Subcommittee on Appropriations (see
January 9), the Board requested and apparently received special authority
by a joint resolution of Congress (informally approved), that allowed it to
receive direct appropriations from the Congress. The resolution reads as
follows:

Joint Resolution

Whereas, an authoritative determination of geographic names
is necessary to insure uniform usage of such names in all of
the departments of the Government, and the United States
Board on Geographic Names, now the United States
Geographic Board, was created by Executive order dated
September 4, 1890, and under the provisions of said order
_ has, since its creation, rendered authoritative decisions
determining the proper spellings of geographic names for
official use in all of the department of the Government,

Therefore be it Resolved the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the United States Geographic Board as now constituted and
organized is hereby recognized and established and its
authority to render geographic name decisions which shall be
accepted by all departments of the Government as the
standard authority is hereby confirmed: and for the
maintenance of the Geographic Board the appropriation of
such sums as may from time to time be proper and necessary
is hereby authorized.
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Feb. 5 Rhode Island Names

About 2,000 names compiled by the State Geographic Board of Rhode

Island and carded by Chairman Frank Bond were approved by the Board.
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Mar. 5 Creation of an Advisory Board

A special board of advisors to the Geographic Board was established with
the following functions:

"The purpose of the advisory group should be for
consultation in specialized fields outside of but related to the
normal routine scope of the board work. For example, only in an
unusual case and for some special reason would an advisor be asked
to investigate and recommend in a matter or a place name. Rather,
this group should be intended to consider and advise regarding
principles or policies. It should be clearly understood that their
contributions are advisory only, the board reserving final decisions
to itself."

Members of the Advisory Board were:

Dr. W.L.G. Joerg, American Geographic Society

Dr. J. Paul Goode, University of Chicago

Prof. H.E. Bolton, University of California (American
Spanish scholar)

Prof. W.R. Shepard, Columbia University (Latin American
names scholar)

Dr. F.W. Hodge, Museum of the American Indian, Heye
Foundation

Prof. C.H. Grandgent, Harvard University (phonetics)
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Apr. 2

May 7

Jun. 4

Prof. J.D. Prince, U.S. Minister to Yugoslavia (expert in
Slavic names)

Frank Vizetelly, Editor, Funk & Wagnalls Dictionary
It appears that the Advisory Board never met as a group, but were
consulted by mail as a group or selectively when advice was needed on

certain academic or other matters.

Memorial on the Death of James McCormick

The Board passed a memorial resolution in honor of James McCormick,
U.S. Geological Survey who died March 30. McCormick was Secretary to

the Board from 1924 through 1927.

Yellowstone National Park Names

In its continuing program to standardize the geographic names in the
national parks of the United States, the Board approved over 500 names in
Yellowstone National Park, in Wyoming and Montana. These decisions

were published in a special Decision List.

Gazetteer Plans

The publication of the Rhode Island and Arizona gazetteers were included

in the Board’s budget plans for fiscal year 1932.
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Nov. §

Dec. 3

Sixth Report

The Board decided to publish the Sixth Report as one volume with both
domestic and foreign decisions listed in alphabetical order by name. It
was also decided that the closing date for decisions listed in the report
would be December 31, 1930. Because of a delay in printing the report,

however, the closing date was moved up to June 30, 1933 (see February

12, 1934).

Country, Dominion, and Colony Names

At the request of several Federal bureaus, the Board prepared a standard
name list of the World’s countries, dominions, and colonies. The list was
published by the Bureau of Customs as an appendix in United States
Treasury Decisions in 1931. Treasury Decisions were sent to 2,500 key
persons throughout the United States.

Pronunciation Guide

The Board decided to initiate correspondence with the newly created
Advisory Board "relative to the drawing up of a key to pronunciation for

inclusion in the Sixth Report ...."
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Jan. 7

Feb. 4

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
John J. Cameron, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

John J. Cameron

GPO Style Manual

Samuel W. Boggs, Chairman of the Executive Committee submitted a
paper titled "Authorities on Geographic Names." The Board approved the
document and recommended that it be sent to the Government Printing

Office for inclusion in the next edition of the Style Manual.

Hispaniola vs Haiti

Working with the British Permanent Committee on Geographical Names,
the Board took up the problem of what to call the island on which the
Dominican Republic and Haiti are located. It decided to seek the
assistance of the Department of State and to determine, if possible,
whether the governments of both countries can agree on the name of the
island. On June 3, the Board rescinded its decision on the name Haiti for
the island and eventually decided on the name Hispaniola, which was

published in the Sixth Report.
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Valley and Basin Names

The members of the Board agreed that "with reference to the names of
valleys and basins, the Board as a general rule will not separately define
such features when they have the same name as the stream draining them.
However, in cases where a drainage area, or a part thereof, has a name
different from that of the stream in question, such as Boise Basin, which is
not drained by the Boise River proper, the Board may continue to define

such features individually."
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Incidentally Published Names

The Board ruled that "in the decisions which it shall render subsequent to
March 4, 1931, the employment of any geographic name in connection with
the definition of another geographic name shall imply approval of the
name which is thus incidentally employed in the description.”

"The board, therefore, requests Government departments and bureaus,
when referring cases to the board for decision, to ascertain whether each
geographic name employed in any proposed definition which they submit is
itself the subject of a separate decision of the board; and in the event that
no such decision has been rendered, the office concerned is requested to
prepare, if feasible to do so, a case calling upon the board to render a
decision. The board requests Government departments and bureaus, in
formulating definitions of geographic names, to indicate latitude and
longitude, or public land descriptions wherever applicable, thus giving
precision to the definitions, while at the same time avoiding the use of
geographic names which are not themselves the subject of separate
decisions of the board."

Diacritical Marks

There was a divergence of opinion as to the advisability of using diacritical
marks in the spelling of geographic names in the United States. The

matter was referred to the recently created Advisory Board.
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Jun. 3

Jun. 24

Dec. 2

Extension of the Chairman’s Term

Because of age, Board Chairman Frank Bond was to retire from
Government service (he was 75 years old). However, at the Board’s
urging, President Herbert Hoover directed the Civil Service Commission to

extend Bond’s services to the Board until September 1, 1933.

Executive Order 5658

President Herbert Hoover signed Executive Order 5658 dealing with
"Uniform Style and Safeguarding of Proclamations and Executive Orders"
that included the paragraph "(b) The spelling of geographic names shall
conform to the most recent decisions of the United States Geographic
Board (see Executive Orders No. 27-A of September 4, 1890, and No. 399

of January 23, 1906)."

Foreign Conventional Names in GPO Style Manual

H.D. Hubbard, Chairman of the Interdepartmental Subcommittee on the
GPO Style Manual requested that the Board approve a policy allowing the
use of either a conventional foreign name or the official local name or
both names printed in boldface type in the official Board reports.
Hubbard also asked the Board to indicate a preference for the local
official name. The request was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Geographic Names. At a special meeting on December 7, the Board

refused Hubbard’s request to indicate
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preference for local official names. A statement titled "Rules for Spelling
Foreign Geographic Names and Proposed Revision of Rules adopted May
1, 1929" drafted by the Committee on December 4, were approved for
insertion in the GPO Style Manual. The complete text of these rules were

included in the December 7 minutes of the Board.

Dec. 9 William Gladstone Steel’s Placename Work

A bill (8.722) was introduced in the Senate of the United States to
appropriate $50,000 to enable the United States Geographic Board to
purchase the compilation of placenames of Will G. Steel of Oregon, when
completed by him and prepared for printing. The bill was referred to the

Committee on Commerce and never voted out of committee.

All of Steel’s records and references collected between 1912 and 1932

were eventually donated to the Board after his death in 1934.
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1932

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
John J. Cameron, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

John J. Cameron

Jan. 15 City Corporate Names

The Board decided against adoption of the name "West Plains" for a city
in Kansas and confirmed its earlier decision for "Plains.” It approved a
recommendation that the decision description mention that the name

"West Plains" is used in the city’s articles of incorporation.

Feb. 3 Diacritical Marks

After considering the recommendations received from members of the
Advisory Board, the Board approved three names in New Mexico with
diacritical marks. In one case they also approved an alternative form

"Penyasco Blanco."
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Mar. 2

Apr. 6

Jun. 30

Commemorative Names

Recognizing the fact that its earlier decision for Vancouver Point in
Washington was not accepted in local use, the Board adopted the name
Cottonwood Point based on local usage. The Board then directed the
Executive Committee, that in the future, the views of local officials should
be obtained as to the measure of local usage such commemorative names
(based on persons or historical events) may possibly command before

approval.

Changes in Former Decisions

The Secretary of the Board was instructed to include in the Decision Lists
an asterisk preceding a name to indicate a revision of a name or spelling

in of a former decision.

National Park Names

The Board approved "complete” lists of names in the following National
Parks:

Great Smoky Mountains (Decision List #28)

Grand Canyon (Decision List #19)

Mount Rainier (Decision List #29)

Rocky Mountain (Decision List #27)

Yosemite (Decision List #30)
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Jul. 28

Aug. 15

Oct. 5

First Report on Foreign Geographic Names

The First Report on Foreign Geographic Names, prepared by S.W. Boggs
and Dr. Helen M. Strong, was published. Over 6,000 copies were

distributed the first month after publication.

Rhode Island Gazetteer

The Board published its first State gazetteer titled "Official Gazetteer of
Rhode Island." It was compiled in cooperation with the State Geographic

Board of Rhode Island.

Spanish Names in California

The Board approved about 90 Spanish names in the Kettleman Hills of

California. Ten of the names were approved with the tilde over the "n."
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Jan. 4

Feb. 1

Jun. 8

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
John J. Cameron, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

John J. Cameron

Crater Lake National Park Names

The Board approved 99 names in Crater Lake National Park, Oregon.

Mammoth Cave National Park Names

A list of 96 names, forming a complete list of names in Mammoth Cave

National Park in Kentucky, was approved for inclusion in the Sixth Report.

Interior Order 637

Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes, issued the following
Departmental order:
I direct that in the future any proposal to name a natural object,
locality or project under the jurisdiction of the Department of the
Interior shall first be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for

his consideration and approval.
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Aug. 10

Sep. 19

Oct. 4

Executive Order 6247

The 1931 Executive Order 5658 was rescinded and reworded except
paragraph (b), referring to the Geographic Board, which was retained as
originally published. The new Executive Order 6247 was signed by

President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Connecticut State Authority Established

The Connecticut State Legislature passed a law directing the Secretary of
State to maintain the official file of hydrographic feature names in the
State. The State Natural Resources Center took over this responsibility in

1982 and is responsible for other names used on State maps.

Special Committee on Administrative Matters

The Chairman appointed a special committee to investigate possible
personnel changes that might be necessary as a result of reduced
appropriations for salaries. These actions were the result of the United

States being in a great depression then underway.
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Feb. 7

Feb. 12

Frank Bond, Chairman, United States Geographic Board
John J. Cameron, Secretary, United States Geographic Board
Executive Committee:

Samuel W. Boggs

J.N.B. Hewitt

Raymond S. Patton

Frank Bond

John J. Cameron

Mesa Verde National Park Names

The Board approved 78 names for features and places in Mesa Verde

National Park, Colorado and New Mexico.

Publication of the Sixth Report

The Sixth Report of the United States Geographic Board was printed on
February 4 and officially released on February 12. The Report contained
all decisions rendered by the Board from 1890 to June 30, 1933. The Sixth
Report reiterated the domestic names principles and policies published in

the Fifth Report with the following additions and elaborations:
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Legal Names and Local Usage

In the absence of legal authority for the spelling of a name, as in
legislative acts or city charters, the spelling adopted by the Board is
that which predominates in local usage; where local usage is not
sharply defined the spelling adopted is that which is most consistent
with the names or words from which it is derived and which most
nearly conforms to accepted general standards of orthography.

Hyphenation of Geographic Names

The correct place for the dividing of a geographic name depends
largely upon the language or derivation of the name. In the United
States, names of any origin whatever would ordinarily be
hyphenated in accordance with general rules for the hyphenation of
English words.

One Official Name for Each Entity

Whenever a question concerning a geographic name in the United
States is referred to the Geographic Board, it is obvious that a
decision must be rendered which sanctions a single name, and only

one spelling of the name.
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Exceptions to One-Name Policy

A reasonable exception to the one name-one entity policy may
occur when a name in local usage differs from a name based on an
act of incorporation. In this instance the Board could not state that
one form is correct to the exclusion of the other. The decision
accordingly sanctions both forms, recognizing that one is local usage
and the other is usage in legal documents.

Appropriate New Names

The trend in adopting new names is to choose those which are

short, euphonious, and in keeping with the character and traditions

of the region--a movement which in recent years has received added
impetus with the creation of State geographic boards, which serve as
reviewing bodies for names proposed in their respective States.

Name Changes

When the Geographic Board is requested to change a name, it is
necessary to ascertain whether a few interested parties, merely to
further personal or selfish ends, are simply attempting to "put the
name over," or whether there is such a genuine desire on the part
of the majority of the population directly concerned as to assure a

change of "local usage" in favor of the proposed name.
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Caution is therefore desirable when a change of name is under
consideration. A name well established should not be disturbed
without convincing reason, and the Geographic Board can usually
take no cognizance of a proposed change, but waits until a change
has been effectively made, when it records the established change.
While it is highly desirable that dignified and appropriate
placenames be adopted when new names are required, it is

frequently of doubtful wisdom to remove well-established names

simply because they do not seem attractive to the present

generation. Many of the geographic names of the Old World are of
humble origin, and they are no less interesting and acceptable on
that account.

Pronunciation

Since questions relating to pronunciation have seldom been referred
to the United States Geographic Board, the board has hitherto
given little consideration to the problem. It has recently been
pointed out, however, that the indication of pronunciation of
geographic names (including the position of principal and secondary
stresses) would be much appreciated by users of the Board’s
reports, and that Americans as well as foreigners are frequently at a
loss to know how to pronounce American names. It has been
decided, therefore, to indicate pronunciation in those cases in which

the correct pronunciation does not appear to be obvious. There has
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Apr. 4

not been opportunity to make a general application of this rule in
the preparation of the present report of the Geographic Board, but
it is intended to follow the practice in the future.

Rather than use a strictly scientific pronunciation table, such as that
of the Association Phonétique Internationale, the pronunciation
table which it has been found expedient to use was based upon
symbols with which English-speaking people are believed to be
thoroughly familiar. It is hoped that it will prove sufficiently
accurate for practical purposes, and much more generally useful
than a scientific table containing numerous characters with which

the majority of the users of the board’s reports are unacquainted.

Incidental Names in Decisions

"The Geographic Board adopts the principle that, in the decisions which it
shall render subsequent to March 4, 1931, the employment of a geographic
name in the definition of another geographic name shall imply approval of
the name thus employed in the description.

"The Board, therefore, requests Government departments and bureaus
when referring cases to the Board for decision to ascertain whether each
geographic name employed in any proposed definition is itself the subject
of a separate decision of the Board; and, in case no decision has been
rendered, to determine if the name thus used descriptively is the only one

used locally,
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and that there exists no dispute in local usage or on contemporary maps as
to its spelling, or as to the location of the feature. In the event that such
differences exist or there is doubt on these points, the office concerned is
requested to prepare a case calling upon the board to render a decision
relative to the name in question.

"The Board requests government departments and bureaus in formulating
definitions of geographic names to indicate latitude and longitude or public
land descriptions wherever applicable, thus giving precision to the
definitions and at the same time avoiding, so far as possible, the use of

names which are not themselves separate decisions of the Board".

Geographic Board Abolished

The independent U.S. Geographic Board was abolished by Executive

Order 6680 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt,

effective June 16, 1934. The Order reads as follows:

Whereas section 10 of the act of March 3, 1933 (ch. 212, 47

Stat. 1517), provides for reorganizations within the executive branch
of the Government, requires the President to investigate and
determine what reorganizations are necessary to accomplish the
purposes therein stated, and authorizes the President to make such

reorganizations by Executive order; and
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Whereas after investigation I find and declare that the abolishment
of the United States Geographic Board and the transfer of its
functions to the Department of the Interior would be in the public
interest and would effectuate the purposes of said section 16;

Now, therefore, by virtue of and pursuant to the authority
vested in me by the aforesaid section 16 of the act of March 3,
1933, it is ordered that the United States Geographic Board be, and
it is hereby, abolished; and it is further ordered that all of the
functions of said Board, together with its chairman, secretary, and
clerk-stenographer, records, supplies, equipment, and property of
every kind, and unexpended balances of appropriations, be, and
they are hereby, transferred to the Department of the Interior to be
administered under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior.

This order will become effective in accordance with the
provisions of section 1 of title III of the act of March 3, 1933 (ch. 3,
48 Stat, 16): Provided, That in case it shall appear to the President
that the interests of economy require that the transfer be delayed
beyond the data this order becomes effective, he may, in his
discretion, fix a later date therefore, and he may for like cause
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